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The Right Honoutable th the bi 1 1 
and CN 0 G 4 XN. I 


1 Su 


cuſe me whatever Your 
G Lordſhip may do) for pre- 
15% fing Your Name to a, 
2 Diſcourſe, wherein the 
— Rebellin is often mention d: Be- 
| cauſe the important Share which You 
bore in putting the /peedicſt End to it, is 
che univerſal Subject of Acknowledgment 
= and Praiſe. | 
"| By many proſperous Campaigns, and 

© ſucceſsful Negociations; by every thing 
admir'd in a Stateſman, afd eminent in 
a Soldier : But above all by a Conſtancy of 


Principle, and that ever employ'd for the 
oth A 2 Good 
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of Your Country, You long contri- 
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' buted to keep the worſt of Eyvils from 


TY theſe Nations; and, when 
thro' Perjury and Parricidiſm, we were at 
length, made a Prey unto them, it is a 
ſhining Part of Your Glory, that an Ar- 
bitrary Popiſh Pretender, and His Foreign, 
as well as Domeſtick Abettors, were then 
ſoon taught, that Slavery and Popery, Tre- 


pidity and Ill Conduct, a bad Cauſe and 
worſe 


Hearts, muſt give way to contrary 
Vertues. BE” WA 
Bat, Juſtice, no doubt, will be done 
to your Loxdſhip's Merit, by thoſe who 
write for Poſterity : Tis Pleaſure enough 
to me, that I live to pay this Tribute to 
Your Many and Great Services, in defence 
of the late injur d and betray d, but at pre- 
ſent triumphant Liberty, and flouriſhing 
Religion of theſe Realms; begging Leave, 
amongſt Crowds, to ſubſcribe my ſelf, 
My Lox, | 
Ju LorDsnlie's Oblized, 
mmoſt Humble, 1 Ee 
5 moſt Obedient Servant, 


Jonathan Smedley. 


3 


— 


Among ſt ot ber Reaſons of this Mis fortune, 
it 15 chiefly ouung to that Enchantment, where- 
by the Word Church is made to confine Mens 
Opinions and Sentzments, to the jejune and ri- 
gid Rules of one Set of Men; from whom to 


df: 


FE: IF The P RE FAC E. ES 
(tho they be fallible or erroneuiis,) 
 unthappily reckon'd to deſtroy that Church and 
nano pull doum every thing that 36 
However melancholy this Evil may be in 
tt ſelf, we are yet inſeſted with another on the 
account of it, of a more hemous Nature, 1 
that be poſſible 3 which is, that Perſons, pet 
fefs'd of more generous and enlurged Principles, 
are not allow'd to propagate thoſe Principles, 
tho” in the moſt warrantable and decent Man- 
ner, without riſquing the Inſults of Perſenal 
Reflections and Abuſe ; and this, more than 
barbarous, Praclice is become ſo ſhamefully and 
abominably in uſe, and ſo far exceeds any 
thing of the fort in Ages paft, and is ſo foul a 
Reproach and Scandal to the preſent I mes, 
that I kno not what Atonement thoſe Per- 
fons dull make, who were ſo unfortunate as to 
introduce it. | 
Io keep my ſelf clear from Ibings of this 
Nature, I have neither named the Perſons 
engag d now in publick Comroverſy, nor touch'd 
um their Writings, fave one Page alone 
fp. 15. & ſeq.] of the Biſhop of Bangor's 
Preſervative, hie bis Enemies allow to be 


true. bat 
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N. bat induces me to appear in publick 

ha Occaſion, 15, that 2250 eo 
Share (whatever it be) — a Wark 
which Providence — to deſign for the 
Lot and Portion of our Days; the opening and 
commencing at lcaF# the Cauſe of Truth ; tho 
¶ fear the full Triumphs of it muſt be re ſerud 


far the: Labours of Times yet to come; and 


this, I hope, in jome degree I have accom- 
Pliſo 'd, by laying open the Falſities cubere- 
on Our preſent and late Miſunderſtandings and 
Mergfortunes were fir grafted, and afteruurde 
flouriſh'd ; and having thereby attempted to 


free theſe Nations from that Bondage both of 


thinking and acling, which for many Tears 
paſt, has, moſt ſhamefully, been fora d upon 
them : Nor cou d ] forbear treating this Sub- 


jeck in the Manner I do, (however trite or 


trreſome any one may imagine it to be) becanſc 
I daily hear the ſame Things urg d with the 
ald Bade eſneſs and ill 57 on ; and becauſe 


| ( without the Spirit 1 Prophe Nee r 


tell they will again be put in Paci, by by their 


Fawourers, on "the f firſt freſh Occaſion, in hopes 
of better Succeſs ; s ; and therefore it — 
 annſs to prepare the Remedy qgainſt any Time 


wheretn 
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iii The PRETACE- 
auberein the ſame Wounds ſhall aſflict our Na- 


mans, and her Enemics, by the ſame Tnſtru- 


ments, ſhall malte her bleed: anewy, 

Tf any one ſhall think 1 favour our Prote. 
ſtant Diſſenters too much, 1 would have him 
to underſtand, that no more is defien'd them in 
the ſallouung Book, than what they ought to 
enjoy as they are Mien and Proteſtants ; and to 
obſerve, that I freely um my ſelf amongſt the 
Number of thoſe who conceive the Cry of Danger 


from that Side to be entirely artful and falſe, it 


r morally impoſſible that Pr y in 
3 we 4 1 the 
State, /hould ever be Eftabliſh'd in England, 

There was a Time when theſe Things bad 
their only Chance, in the Troubles of 1641, 
&c.] and yet nothing clear and permanent 
of this Sort appear d, during the | continual 
Changes, which then happen d, for feveral 
We together, No In... ſay 1 ſuch « + 


| Deſion was form'd at the beginning of thoſe 


Troubles; and 1 am ſure every one may ſafely 
affirm, that thoſe vaſt Fermentations and Con- 
wulfions cou'd produce nothing at laſt but the 
Reſtoration ff the oli Conſtitutron 3; many 
Forms of Settlements having been attempt- 


cd, 
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truly ſpeaking, moſt of our Proteſtant Diſſent- 


ebooſe him, and. he and t 


eb , A A // 


and the preſent, not having. been  devis dm, 
near 6000 Tears ; na, nor being likelyto\be 
devis'd in 60000 more: I herefore this maſt 


| 8 SEO FIT 
| As tothe preſent pretended fear of :Presby- 


tery in particular, it is fo groundleſs, that = 
ers arc mere Independents ; every 1 cacher 15 
ſole Director; the particular Congregatzons 

by obſerve 4 fort of. 
Church-Power together, Excommunicate. one 
another, &c. without a Thought of Conventions, 
Synods, or the like general Power of a conven'd 
Glergy to exerciſe Church-Government and Au- 
thorty amongſt them: And how ſoon ſuch a 
Mimuftration would decay and vamſh, any 
Man, that thinks, may tell, auou d the Mem- 
bers of the Eſtabliſh'd Church but once overlook 
and neglect the Humour of theſe private Meet= 


ingr, wou'd they but. ſeldom mention them, or 


their Affairs; or, when they did, if it was 


always done in a good-natur'd and charitable 


Way. | 
J cannot farbear in ſiting thus long on this 


Subject, that People may (if poſſible) be con- 
8 A 


vinc d 


The PR RFACE. ix 
. ed, but all in vum; a better than the old one; 
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x: The PREFANTR. 
pme'd of the Fallac of ſpiritingup' a Danger 
from Men and Things, ary no Weight 
or Intereſt in theinſelves, no Strenoth from how 
aum Nature ta buoy or keep them up, or which 


have not any reaſonable Support or Credzt from. || 


vit hunt; neither from domeſtick or foreign 
Power. and Force 5 aud that 1 may mnculcate 


over and over, that this is all  Artifice and 


Cheat, fomented and kept awarh from a Third 
Hand; real Popery defjoning to ſtalk in upon 
4x," under the Shadow and Appearance of 
Presbytery and a Common-wealth ; and theſe 
1hmgs 1 bope wall fully be made to appear in 
the followuns Diſcourſe. | 
+  T have dealt ſo very freely aut iht huſe Clergy- 
men whoſe Sermons in the Pulpits, and Diſ- 
courſe, and Actions in Converſation, or elſewhere 
have favour d the Pretender's Title and In- 
tereſt, that I am obliged here to declare once for 
all, that theſe Men, ſtricliy taken, are the only 
Clezgymen pointed at in the enſuing Papers. 
 Thoje who are not, or dere not pwlty, are far 
from being accus'd by nie; and thoſe who are, 
or have heen owlty, theſe are the very Men 
I arraron and condemn, Many, I am ſatisfied, 
of this Sort can be produc'd, pray o the... 
| 2 
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The, PREFACE. «i 


Number ma en Day by Day; but the Bo- 
dy of. "the Clergy, I never get ny 
le: - 4 of in this Matter, . 
the Honour to be of that Order wy 
ſelf, and know ſeveral, God be thanked, who 
acted a quite different Fart ; for very many of 
whom 1 can affirm (a as1 do I myſelf ) that ihey 
are as truly affected to our ngliſh Conſtitattiom, 
aud better Friends to the truc Church and State 
of England, thun tbe ; lnoheſt and mode "gd 
of thew Brethren. 
I muſt_add at lot, that if vp are e nou * 


1 ſoon may become in Danger of any new Confu- 


O 


Hane, they only can ariſe froni that baſe De, 
fec Goa ind Rage which at preſent mfcſts and 
infatuates ſome of thoſe Men, who by long, 
honest,, hazardous, and ſucceſsful 95 ug gles 
having defeated every thing that cou'd diſturb 
or overturn our happy Conſtitution, having van- 
quiſh d the common Enemy, moet monſt; 27 
without any Reaſon, are become Enennes to, 
and quarrel with their Fellow-C! _ and 

Friends. 
Had one from the Dead, a few Won ſpace, 
e ths, I ſhou'd b. we pronounc d his 
edretrons falſe and mmpoſſible ; 3 
what 


fi The Pan fact 


_ Paſſions of Mankind being unequal to this 
Work) to tum AposTATES from bones 


at the Head of it; a Prince, much too good 

and mdulgent for ſuch ingrateſul Subjects. 

12 pray for whom, that every thing app) cd. | 
and health- 


 Enemnes, 1s the Intereſt and Duty of every 
| Accompliſhment and Reward along wth it; 


what Evil Spirit influences Men (the common 


Principles; Principles vnbich have actuated iſ 
them for Tears, for a whole Life together; 
eſpecrally after the ſevereſt Sufferings for theſe 
Principles in Time pas, yo the Enjoyment 
now of all the happy Con es they ever 
expected from hi, tbeir Melee their 
Liberties, their Laws, the Proteſtant Suc- Þ 
ceſhon, and the most deſirable of all Princes 


proſperous may attend him, in a | 
ful Life, to wiſh continual Succeſs to him and 
bis Affairs, and that Diſgrace and 7278 
pomtment (at leaſt ) may be the Portion of his 


true Briton, and cannot fail to carry its own 


3 —— U . , —— 


this berg vi ſibly grateſul and pleaſmg to God, 


and the Deſigns of his Providence in theſe 
Nations. =—Y | 


INTRO». 


INTRODUCTION. 


Itwichſtanding the known 


CS Difficulties which attend 
od Fl ierſons who write con- 
ks. I cerning any Publick Tran- 
1 - actions of their own 
* Limes Such Hr iters be- 
ä I ing Subject to the inevis 
10 table Calumny and Re— 
p- £ proach of ſerving the De- 
15 ſigns of ſome particular Party of Men, of 
being either tlatcerers or Detractoss, of wil- 
ful Omiſſions, unfair Enlargements, or, it may 
2m | be, Prevarication it ſelf: &nd their Mork | 
t; being expos'd to Cenſure, Contradiction, and 
4, that languiſhment of Reading, if not entire 
Diſlike, which ever ariſes from the Knowledge 
eſe and: Acquaintance that every Reader is ſup- 
poſed, in ſome mealure, to have of the Con- 
rents of it beforehand. Notwithſtanding all 
O. his, and whatever eiſe may be faid either 


B againſt 


—— ntroduction. 


againſt me, or what I here preſent to tlie 


World; Iam refolv'd to go thro? and ſuſtain 


it after the beſt Manner JI am able, and will 
give this as a Reaſon for ſo doing, That IN 
write directly from my Heart and Conſcience, 
without anyExpeQation of preſent Rewards, | 
and without any Attachment to the Perſons} 
of Men: And this, I hope, will induce the 
Candid of all Sorts, with good Nature to 
peruſe what here J offer to their Conſide- 
ration, and will excuſe the Inſufficiency of 
the Performance, becauſe of the Honeſty and 
Uſefulneſs that are intended by it. There is 
no avoiding Perſwaſion, when a Man has tho- 
roughly examin'd an Affair; nor can he for- 
bear determining, upon full Evidence, on both 
Sides of a Queſtion. This I proteſt to be® 
ſincerely my Caſe in all the Variety of the 
enſuing Argumentations ; and having never 
obſery'd hitherto that right Juſtice has been 
done, either to the Things I write of, or to 
the Men I ſhall hereafter mention, I thought 
it my Duty to publiſh my Sentiments about 
them to the World in the cleareſt and ftrong- 
eſt Lights that J am Maſter of: Setting my 
ſelf about this Work for this laſt Reaſon a- 
bove all, That T may endeavour to unpre- 
judice the miſguided Populace of theſe Iſlands, 
by that very familiar and uncover'd Manner 
wherein I treat it; and that I may contri- 
bute towards the Quietneſs of theſe King- 
doms, and the peaceable Reign of his preſent 


Majeſty and his Succeſſors, as well as that due 
| Gra- 


Introduction. 11¹ 


Gratulations and Praiſes may be more uni- 


verſally (than hitherto) paid to the confeſs'd 


ace, Providence of Almighty God, which made 
4 miraculous Steps for the Introduction of the 
ONSE Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe 
the of Hannover; and which, by many wondrous 
” and amazing Incidents, prevented the Diſ- 
2 * poſſeſſion of it, when it had taken place. 

and | | Th 
e is 

ho- C H A P. I. 

we er. 

> Heinouſneſs of the Rebellion. 

the NN E may conſult the Hiſtories of Re- 
* 5 bellions in the ſeveral Kingdoms of 


+... the World, till our Induſtry and 
S Curioſity are tired; we ants trace 
them to their Original, and enter- 
tain our Hours in peruſing the Methods where- 
by they were at firſt fomented, and afterwards 
brought to Maturity : And this if we do, and 
much more, if we behold their Events, and 


Prc- view them in their Conſequences, there are 
nds, ¶ none of them (no ! not our own) which can 
mer i parallel this laſt in Great Britain, for the Ex- 
tri- 


travagancy of Principle whereon it was built; 
the Unaccountableneſs of that Deluſion where- 
by it was carried on; and which, by the Ar- 
tifice of a few, ſpread itſelf thro? the greateſt 
Part of the Populace ; and for the ſpeedy 


Reduction and Diſappearance of it, though 
B 2 WM 


Ke N 


it had been long concerted, was deeply laid, 
and appear*d molt formidable at the beginning 
Men formerly roſe and took up Arms in, 
Defence of their Country or Religion : and, 
to ſuſtain themſelves, confederated with o. 
thers of the fame Intereſt and Principle, with 
Allies and Friends to the Conſtitution off 
"their Nation: But our late Rebels acted the 
very Reverſe of all this; for Exgliſbmen and 
Proteſtants arm'd themſelves to the certain 
Deſtruction of both thoſe Privileges ; and 
join d with every ſworn Enemy to the happy 
Eſtabliſhment of their Native Land x. When 
Men formerly rais'd civil Commotions at] 
Home, it was generally to defend themſel ves 
againſt the lawleſs Power and Tyranny. off” 
their Prince or Governours, that they might 
either bring them to Reaſon in their Admini- 
tration, or, by diſplacing them, raiſe to ſove- 
reign Power the next qualify*d Perſon or Per. 
| ſons; ſuch as were capable and inclinableto do 
| em Good ; and ſuch as by Birth, or otherways, 
j were entitled to the Royal Dignities and Ho- 
1 nours of the Kingdom: But, in Contradiction 
14 to all this, and to ſhew how nationally Mad 
1 it is poſſible for a People to become, Men in 
our Days have array'd themſelves in Arms 
againſt the Mildeſt of Princes, ruling ſtriftly 
according to the Letter of the Law; and have 


* Iriſh Papifts, Scoth Highlanders, Frenchmen, Spaniards, 
Italians, and Foreigners of many Nations, who thro* zeal for 
Rome, or thro' Indigency and Want, lifted zo ſet a Popiſh Pre. 
tender on the Throne of England. 


rais'd 


(5) 


rais d Tumult and War in the Midſt of Peace, 


univerſal Proſperity, and the greateſt 22 


and Freedom that Subjects can endure, or wifl 
for: So that our Poſterity (amongſt the Mi- 


racles of Time) will have it to ſay, That 
they had Anceſtors in ſuch a Year, who (when 
a Free People) could, and did Rebel, to make 


themſelves Slaves; ſome of whom hazarded, 


others loſt their Lives, in {ſtriving to reduce 
* themſelves and their Survivors to a political 


State and Condition worſe than Death itſelf; 
and who endeavour'd to dethrone a Prince, 
by Birth entitPd, and by Education fitted, to 


their Conſtitution ; in order to bring in ano- 
ther, whoſe Title the firſt Way was diſputed 
by ſome, denyd by many; but who, by the 


latter, was a ſworn Enemy to every Thing 
that is Emzliſh and Reformed, In ſhort, Pro- 


teſtant Subjects then rebell'd, to bring in a 
Te Governour, (tho' they knew him to be 
a Bigot in that Religion, not even pretending 


to make the leaſt Terms and Conditions for 


what they wou'd be thought to Fight for; 
'a Free Nation engaged in a Civil War, to be 
govern'd by an arbitrary Prince : and they, 


who ſhared in making their own Laws, fight- 


ing to reſign this Priviledge to him, whoſe ſole 
Will muſt ever have been a Law unto them. 


One Thing indeed the Leaders of theſe Men 
had in View, which was common with this 
and other Rebellions, and that was, from 
blackening the Lawful Government at firſt by 
the wildeſt, falſeſt of Inventions, and by Terms 


fitted 


F) 

fitted and calculated to this peculiar Seaſon 
of Sedition; and then from railing the Voice 
of the Multitude into Murmurs and Complaints 
afterwards, till by degrees the Trumpet came 
to be loudly blown, and we fell a Prey to the 
moſt open Acts of Hoſtility and Rebellion, | 
to enrich and aggrandize themſelves amidſt 
univerſal Confuſions, and to raiſe their own 
Famihes and Fortunes out of the publick Ruine 
of their Country. 


ESC Wo 
NI | | 
What moved the Proteſtants, who headed the Fa- 
.. fon, to go into Meaſures which favour d the 
Pretender. 


| A S to profeſs'd Papiſis, what mov'd them 
to act their Share in this Rebellion, and 
what they expected for their Labour, the 
meaneſt Capacity can give an Account of; and 
therefore one can't but allow, that the only 
true Cauſe which engag'd the Heads of our 
Britiſh Proteſtants, and many of their chief Fol- 
lowers, in this monſtrous Undertaking, was 
nothing but the Expectation of becoming Rich, 
and Powerful and Great; for I ſhall ſhew what 
won the unthinking + Multitude, before I con- 
ciude this Diſcourſe. 
;Hexct the Malecontents amongſt the 
Laity bluſterd under the awful Umbrage of 


I Mob was the Word in Uſe at this time, and Mobbing a Thing 
* which was of the laſt great Uſe to this baſe Set of Men, 


the 


7 
the Church, and diſtinguiſh'd themſelves into 
the Affections of the People by the ſpecious 
Appearance of being Her Preſervers and Sup- 
porrers: And many of the Clergy, on the 
other Hand, moſt gratefully return'd the Com- 
pliment , repreſenting thoſe Perſons as fitteſt 
to fill the Civil Offices of State who took ſuch 
extraordinary Care in maintaining the Rights 
and Priviledges of the Church. But alas! theſe 
mutual good Offices, this plauſible Aſociation 
for the Benefit of the Kingdom, was all Hypo- 
criſy and Cheat; for the better Part of the 


{ Clergy knew that the Church of England cou'd 
not be in any Danoer, but from that Popery 
| which then thicken'd in upon us by the Collu- 


ſion now mention'd, the Houſe of Hannover 


being bred to a Proteſtant, Epiſcopal Church, and 
having no Security for their Continuance here, 


but an inviolable Preſervation of the Church 


of England upon thoſe very Terms whereon 
they found it fix'd at their Acceſſion to the 
Throne; and the better Part both of the Cler- 
gy and Laity knew, that the Leaders of theſe 
wicked Men were bred up in thoſe very Prin- 
ciples, and had early abetted that very Party 
from whence this imaginary pretended Danger 
was to come; They knew that fo little was 
their true concern either for the eftabliſh'd 
Church or State, or indeed for any Religion; 
or Good Principles at all, that theſe Men 
would, and did expoſe theſe Things, w:z. their 
Emzliſh Liberties and Privileges both Sacred 


and Civil, to the Management of an enraged 
Stranger, 


5 J 
Stranger, in whom there could be no Incli. 
nation, from any one reaſon, to preſerve em, 


and who was incapable of any greater Merit 
than to deface and deſtroy em: Thus when 
a ſufficient Number of the Clergy and Laity 
were deceiv*d, and hood-wink'd into the com- 


mon Deluſion, and had deceiv'd and hood- 
wink*'d others agen for a conſiderable time, 


then was the Looſe at once given to Revenge, 


Ambition, and Intereſt, and down, juſt down 


had tumbled every thing that was Free, eve- 


ry thing that was Proteſtaat in the Land, 
had not Providence wonderfully interpos'd. - 


Scr. BE 
Their Fullacy further. ſet forth. 


I Have promis'd a particular Detail of the 
general Arguments whereby the Multitude 
was deceiv'd into ſo great an Abſurdity, that 
they rebell'd to bring that thing to paſs, for 
the avoiding of which they had been fo art- 
fully, ſo cunningly taught to Rebell; viz. The 
total Everſion and Ruin of the Bri#rih Conſti- 
tution , but I cannot in the mean time conceal 
that their Leaders were free, and void of eve- 
ry Principle, but Hypocriſy, and a Deſire of be- 
ing Rich and Great, of pleaſing Themſelves, 
tho? the World was ſhaking to pieces, and 
periſhing about them : For, as to the real 
'Fhings which were pretended only in this Con- 
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1 Being @ bigoted Papiſt bimſelf, and his. Father and He 
being beniſhed by the Members of the Church of England. 
| troverly ; 


89295 
troverſy; vir. The Security of the Religion 
and Liberties of the People on one hand, and 
the Power of the Prince, and the Prieſthood 
on the other; The two latter being ſtrain d 
and ſcrew'd up to a monſtrous height, to ſuit 
the Genius of the Times : And the formet 
being either overlook'd, or quite ſunk and 
loſt, in the warm Regards that were, with 
great Induſtry, paid to the others, as inelu- 
ding the Safety of the Whole: and all theſe 


and every thing elſe being wrap'd up in Ar- 
* tifice and Guile, Men telling you the impoſſi- 
| bility of thoſe frightful Conſequences, which 


at the ſame time were as vilible as that the 


Actors themſelves were then above Ground; 
I fay, theſe real Cauſes, that were alledg'd 
for the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, were fo 


little at the Hearts of theſe Men who tranſ- 
acted them, and the Miſchiefs reſulting from 
theſe Actions ſo unavoidable, fo glaring and 
diſcernable, that no Character can be drawn 
black enough, no Puniſhment devis'd equal 
to. their Crimes, who for private Ends, could 
allow themſelves to Cheat, Deſtroy, and Un- 
do. their Country; and who, tho? they en- 
joy d all that happy and ſatisfied Men, cou'd 
even wiſh for under King George: deep Qui- 
etneſs, ſolid Peace, their Lives, their Eſtates, 
their Liberties, their Church, and were de- 
priv'd only of that Power which they had 
abus'd, and thoſe Places which they knew 
they did not Deſerve; wou'd nevertheleſs 
for theſe Things, and 19 alone, break 1 
4 | the 


(19 ) 


the moſt ſacred Ties of repeated Oaths, 
raiſe their Countrymen into Unſettledneſs, 
Faction and Rebellion, and rather than not 
be employ'd in Publick Managements, em- 


oy themſelves in Things of publick Confuſion 
n 


Cadet S Ee r. IV. | 
Shewing how they would have been diſappointed had 
N . they ſucceeded. 2 | 


UT alas! What is the true Conſtruction 
of all this? It is that Paſſion fo blinded Þ 
theſe Men, that they were not able to ſee 
through the whole of that Melancholly Affair, 
wherein they were engag'd. For queſtionleſs, 
ducceſs to them cou'd (at laſt) produce nothing 
leſs than an entire change of the very Nature 
of every thing that was Engliſhb in the Land; 
and muſt of Neceſſity reduce all Brwtaiz to 
a Popiſh, and a foreign Appearance. Twou'd 
have been impoſſible for them to have ſtopꝰd 
when once they and their Prince had in earneſt 
begun; and every Knee muſt certainly either 
have bow'd to the whole Service of the new 
Idol, or have liv'd in continual Trembling, 
Diſgrace and Deſpair. A fad Dilemma ! the 
beſt Part of which muſt conclude in Sorrow 
and Shame. For what Pain had not ſuch 
Men endur'd ? what Racks had they not un- 
dergone (even ſuppoling they had reconcil'd 
themſelves to every new Method) from the 
Officiouſneſs, and Inſolence of crowding) but 

| Po- 


(127) 
Popiſh Y Foreigners? whoſe ſuperior Merits, 
2 r Services, and heavier Sufferings for th 
injur'd Prince would quite out- balance an 
obliterate the late Domeſtick Torments 
-m- Perjury and a ſeditious Temper, and wou 
ion cancel all the Obligations a plain Engliſhman 
had laid on his Unfortunate Sovereign, by 
drudging on in the meritorious Way of a Male- 
content, and fo venturing Poverty and Death, 
big for many Years together. In fhort, Rea- 
- & fon cannot but tell them, that the Pretenler 
is ſo loaded with irreſiſtable Demands from 
ion various Strangers, (many of whom make the 
firſt Figure amongſt Men,) that all the Poſts, 
Civil, Eccleſiaſtical and Military; all his new 
* Impoſitions on the Subject; all the Old and 
Legal Revenues of the Kingdom (og he 
ever be ſettled amongſt us) will nevet be 
able to anſwer the Ambition or Wants of his 
numerous Patrons and Followers; our Na- 
tion would be the Sink of many other Kin 
doms; our Natives every moment oveflook d, 
affronted, deſpis'd; Careſs'd at firſt, but at 
length entirely diſcarded and laid aſide: Till, 
wearied with Bigottry and Superſtition, har- 
raſs'd with Subſection and Diſappointment, 
diſguſted with ſtrange Manners and Uſages, 


G3 


and continually inſulted by Upſtart Aliens: 
From Latguiſhing and Repining, they'd agen 
turn down-right Rebels, and endeavour by a 
ſecond Civil War to free themſelves from that 
very State of Things, to introduce which they 
had perjur'd themſelves, and thought it con- 
C 2 venient 


Arn 


venient to raiſe Inteſtine Commotions (even to 
Blood) before. But! Who knows whether 
Lawful reſiſtance now wou'd be able to take 
Place, after long Poſſeſſion, and large Triumphs 
of Succeſsful Rebellions? 4. 


* 


— 


CHAP 7 


Wherein are particularly Diſplay d, the 
falſe Arguments whereby the Leaders 
perſuaded the Multitude to fall into 
thoſe Meaſures which ended in Rebellion. 


Avic given fo Black an Account 
Hof the Leaders of this Mottly In- 

— ſurrection; it, may very well be ex- 
pected (and may not be unworthy 
the Reader's peruſal) that ſome Enlargement 
be made on the Reaſons which induc'd ſo ma- 
ny of the common People to fall in with 
Meaſures deſtructive of their Religion and Li- 
berties; and to expoſe in a plain Light that 
finiſſd Degree of Artifice, which intercepted 
their Diſcernment of the infamous and exe- 
crable Deſigns of thoſe who had Power enough 
with them, (implicitly) to engage 'em in 
Things moſt impious and wrong, and which 

maniteſtly tended to their own undoing. = 


SECT. 


"OP 


wer. . 


Touching the Artifice of Lenders of Parties, &c. 
in general. | 


W HATE VER Complaints are made by 
Divines and Moraliſts of the natural 


Declivity and Viciouſneſs of Human Nature in 
General: We _ obſerve that the Wicked- . 
[neſs of particular Bodies of Men (conſider d as 


ſuch) is frequently owing to the Influence of a 


few); concerning the Excellence of whoſe Un- 
derſtanding, or Rectitude of whoſe Will the 
Multitude are prejudic'd on the favourable 
Side; or whoſe Eminence of Birth, and Ad- 
#vantages of Experience, Education or For- 
tune gives them an immediate Awe or Com- 
mand over ſuch whoſe very Dependance on 


the others ſets them in the Light oſ Gods and 
Benefactors, and conſequently points them 
out as Directors and Guides to their Thoughts, 
as well as their Actions. Upon this Footing 
it is, that we never read of any publick ſpiri- 
ted or enterprizing Men who were enclin'd 
to do any great Actions, and to ſet them- 
ſelves at the Head of remarkable Revolutions 
or Changes, ſuch as founding, altering or an- 
nihilating Governments, enſlaving or freeing 
of Nations, introducing or aboliſhing a Reli- 
gion; commencing War, or making Peace: 
Bur that they temper'd themſelves and their 
Actions ſometime before hand, with peculiar 
Turns of Diſtinction and Obſervation till at 


laſt 


(A) 


| Taft they ſpoke out, and eſtabliſhed ſome par. 
ticular Principle on which to fix all the 
Thoughts of their Aſſiſtants, and which alone 
ſhou' inſpirit them in the whole Courſe of 


| 
their Artempts, and ſtruggle to accompliſh i 
their Ends, | ; | 

| 


” S2 rr. II. 
Exhibiting an Example from ancient Rome, &c- 


HUS when the Roman King * was en- 
f clin'd to eſtabliſh a Religion, he feigned 
a frequent Congreſs with a - Goddeſs in ſecret, 
whereby having confirm'd the Opinion of in- 
viſible Beings he carry'd himſelf ſafe thro? all 
the Parts and Ceremonies of the Worſhip of 
the Gods: obtaining hereby what Superſtiti-þ, 1 
tions he pleas'd towards them, as well as O- 
bedience to the State, and Morality towards 
Men, g 
Tnus alſo when Rome grew weary of her 
Kings, the glorious Conſul gave out Liberty 
for the Word, and thereby inflam'd ſome, i 
and animated others to that Height of He- 
roiſm which was wanted to make it a free 
and flouriſhing Commonwealth. 

Tax Glory of Arms and Military Atchieve- 
ments ſucceeded Liberty: Civilizing Nations 
and being Lovers and Benefactors of Man- 
kind at other Times buoy'd up the Roman 
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bs. 
£ 


* Numa. 
+ Egeria. f 
Genlus 


ar & Dy. 1-7 
the Genius to ſucceſsful Labours and Toil in War. 
one Their * Gods and Families, Religion and Li- 
olf berty in modern Language was the Trumpet 
liſh blown to their Fleets and Armies: Till at 
length 'twas thought enough to inſpire em 
with Honour and Courage, to incite *em to 
the greateſt military Hard!hips and Glory, and 
&c-Wo induce them to undertake whatever ad- 

anc'd the Name and Dignity of their Go- 
en- Nvernment, to render 'em valiant and virtu- 


ned Wous, and all that is laudable and good, by 
ret, telling a Man that he was a Roman. 
in- Nos was it lefs cuſtomary in other Nati- 
all pus to enliven their Votaries and Subjects to 
2 Mhe boldeſt and nobleſt of Actions by apply- 
iti- mg the Idea of all that is honourable and 
O- Praiſe-worthy to ſome remarkable Terms of 
ards Art, and impreſſing them ſtrongly on the Ima- 

ination of the Inſtruments of their Schemes. 
her To paſs by any more Examples, for they 
berty re numerous in Hiſtory, 'twas to this was 
me, wing in a great Meaſure the Defeat of the 
rmy and Deſtruction of the Cauſe of one 
free f our own Monarchs + by the Hands of vi- 

lent Rebels, headed by a celebrated but in- 
eve- Mamous ||Uſurper: and I doubt not but all that 
ions 5 4 
lan- * Pro Aris & focis. 

+ King Charles L 
man |. Oliver Cromwel; who at firſt obſerving his Forces to be 
— entrally worſted, reſolv'd bis ill Fortune into the Principles which 

ni mated the King's Army, viz. Monarchy and E 

countervail which, he ſucceſsfully actuated his Men with 1 


; ppellation of Saints, and the Imagination that they immediate- 
11115 Wh fought for the Grace and Favour of God. 


Life 


0 3 
Life and Vigour, that Joy in Arms and thoſe 
ſucceſsful glorious Campaigns Wherewith Pro- 

vvidence TY late Years permitted our Ezgl:/bl 
Soldiery to be bleſs'd, and which diſſpirited the 
Minds of our vaunting and vanquiſh'd Ene. 
mies, was owing to the noble Principles 0 
our glorious * General, as well as to his inimi4$ 
table Skill and Conduct in Military Actions) 
and the Example of his Bravery and Courage 
The Liberty of his Country, and Succeſs offi 

the Proteſtant Cauſe, being Things ſo. vertu-{M 
ous, ſo exalted in their own Nature, and fo 

firmly. fix'd in his Heart, that his Army 
wanted only to regard what it was which 
{ 


invigorated him, wanted no Motive but 
this to conquer and defeat that Man, Who 
with too aſſuming an Emphaſis ſtiPd himſelth 
Great; and who proudly once declar'd War 
(tho? then and ever unſucceſsful thro? the Ini 


Army. | 
- $0 dwelt the longer on this Subject 
becauſe Poſterity will never be able to make 
a right Judgment of the Times wherein wel 


live, without being appriz'd that the general 


Taſt, and publick Diſpoſition of Mens Minds, 
was ſo whimſical and depraved, that they could 
not bear with any thing that was real,or which 
carried its own Aſſent ſtrongly along with it: 
But that Appearances, nay Falſity it ſelf, and 


* Duke of Marlborough, 


(* 2 


down right Contradictions and Lies were the 
Favourites that perfwaded and 1 them 
nto every Meaſure they took. And indeed 
t is the undeniable Character of moſt Britons 
n this Age, that they firſt poſſeſsꝰd themſelves 
f imaginary and romantick Principles, and 
"When proceeded to Actions as wild and extra- 
agant as the Grounds whereon they were 
built; neglecting and deſpiſing all that was 
ſolidly true and glorious in it ſelf, every thing 
Which would really make them eaſie and hap- 
Ipy, and entertaining Error and Slavery in 
"their Place. Hence it was, no doubt, that al 
the Parts of this Rebellion, tho never ſo much 
ſabour'd and ſtudied, when they came to be 
ut together and brought into Uſe, diſſolv'd 
and died away almoſt of themſelves. For the 
Truth was againſt theſe People, and their 
Hnntaſtick Opinions of the Power and Title o 
he Pretender, or of any better Title, or more 
Power, than the Laws of the Land conſent to 
nd eftabliſh, and their Chimeras of the ſame 
dect hings (when not to be found in Scripture) 
nakeWeing lodg'd as inviolably in the Clergy; and 
1 welfthat therefore the whole Conſtitution ſacred 
1eraland Civil was near expiring from the Preva- 
ndsWency of thoſe who didn't think exactly on 
ouldErheſe Subjects as they themſelves did; I fay, 
hich{when theſe Dreams of Opinion came to the 
1 it :WTeſt, and Mens Hearts and Hands were to 
andEicry on which Side the real Argument lay; 
Ml the Impoſture faiPd, and melted into a 2 
9 5 
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tal Rendition of it ſelf to a ſtronger and ho- 
neſter Power; and Freedom from Tyranny 
both in Church and State, and a Proteſtant 
Succeſſor to obtain and preſerve theſe two 
great Ends, this bore down all, and for 


ever will continue to bear down all before 
it. 


SECT. II. 


The Danger of the Church, the Grand Artifice 1 
aud Party-Word of the Faction. 


17 is obſervable, that tho? the People were 

ready to give up their Liberty to the State, 

as well as their Conſciences to the Church, 
and that therefore both Church and State 
were molt cunningly ſaid to be in Danger 

from thoſe Men, who ſet up for a Freedom 
from the Impoſitions of either: yet it was 
thought too impolitick to cry out publicly 
for the Danger of the latter, the Words Li. 
berty and Freedom being ever ready to ſtop? 
their Mouths who argued this Way; for 
which Reaſon the laſting Prevalent Cant-“ 
Word, whereby the whole Spirit of the Par- 
ty was ſuſtain'd, and which to this Day isn't 
quite extinct, was THE DANGER OF? 
THE CHURCH: An Expreſſion indefi-# 
nite, and to which no one, real, determin'd 
Idea was ever yet fix'd ; and which, thro its 
Ambiguity and plauſible Sound, was wiſely 
calculated and as exactly anſwer'd the Deſigns 
of the firſt Inventors of it. 


(19) 
Tux Falſity of this Affirmation, The Church 
is in Danger, has, in ſome Degree, already, and 
will more clearly appear in the Purſuit of this 
Diſcourſe : For, if the utter aboliſhing of the 
Goſpel in theſe Realms be meant by -this 
Phraſe, this I ſuppoſe is ſo glaring a Piece 
of Effrontery, ſo bald an Impoſition that it car- 
ries its own Anſwer along with it; it being 
ifice morally impoſſible that Atheiſm and Infidelity 
tho' much complain'd on, and not without 
ſome Reaſon, ſhou'd utterly uſurp upon the 
7ere Chriſtian Faith, and bear down all Religion 
ate, and Divine Worſhip before it. Not that J 
rech,  wou'd have my Readers ignorant that there 
tate wanted not ſome Men, deſigning and wicked 
ger enough to ſend the Expreſſion abroad on this 
lom very Errand, nor others credulous and fooliſh 
was enough to embrace and believe it. Whereas 
alas! this Complaint ever has, and ever will 
be the fad Fate of hapleſs Mankind in all Ages 
and Kingdoms of the Earth, till a little before 
the laſt Diſſolution and the general Conſum- 
mation of all Things: Till which Time Provi- 
-.* dence permits Things to go on in their natu- 
ral Courſe; and the Power of Darkneſs and 
the Wickedneſs of Men, no doubt, till that 
Time (to ſpeak in the Scripture-Phraſe) * lets, 
and lets, and will lett. 
Twou'p be tedious, on this Head, to give 
but a ſmall Sketch of this antient Outcry, 
| D 2 ſince 


* 


* 2 Theſſ. ii. 7. 
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fince any Oeconomy and Morality was pre- 
tended to amongſt Men. Let us look where 
we will, and at what Time we pleaſe, and 
we ſhall be furniſhed with Examples of this 
fort: The Moraliſt as well as Divine ever la- 
bouring to recommend Vertre and Religion, 
ever complaining of the Wickedneſs of their 
Times, and repreſenting from thence the 
Danger there was leſt the Worſhip of the Gods, 
leſt Juſtice and Honeſty amongſt Men ſhou'd 
take their laſt Flight, and be entirely ſwept | 
away ſrom the Face of the Earth: And in- 
deed ſuch an Undertaking would be odious 
and ungrateful as well as needleſs; witneſs that 
wretched Collection of Sin and Wickedneſs, 
produc'd not long ſince to skreen a * Perſon | 
impeach'd by the Commons of England, and | 
found guilty by the Lords, of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanours. A Collection! vile and | 
horrid, and fit only to appear in that Light, 
wherein, by Voice of publick Authority it was | 
afterwards order'd ro be burn'd. However, 
tho I am unwilling to ſhew the Inſignificancy 
of this Plea, to the Purpoſes it was produc'd, 
by running thro? the Deformities and offen- 
ſive Parts of Hiſtory, yet I can't forbear re- 
marking that in Popiſ Countries, the fame i 
Language, on the ſame Occaſion, and at the 
{ame Time was hotly and loudly made uſe on: 
The Church of Rome, and other Popiſh Church- 
es being then complain'd of publickly by the 
Pope, Gc. to be in Danger, not only from the 
Wick- 


—————— 
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pre- W wickedneſs of the People, but from their Ten ; 
ere ¶ dency to embrace new *Doctrines and Opinions. 
ind Axp that Men may be fully perſwaded 
this that this Party-Phrafe in Exgland, was only 
la- artful and entirely falſe : I beg Leave to let 
on, them know, that during the whole Time that 
jeir it was entertain'd with Credit and Affection, 
the moſt wholſom and powerful Laws were in 
ds, Force againſt all Manner of Immorality, Pro- 
u'd  faneſs and Vice; Religion and the eſtabliſh'd 
ept Church were fenc'd impregnably, and ſecur'd 
in- by the ſtrongeſt Barriers that the whole Legi- 
ous flature could provide for them. The preſent 
hat Prince was celebrated for Vertue and Prote- 
eſs, ſtantiſm; and the Crown firmly ſettled on a 
ſon Reform'd Poſterity. There was not one At- 
ind | tempt made either in publick or private to at- 
= tack theſe Laws; no Motion in either Houſe 
of Parliament, no Suſpicion from the Queen, 
and indeed no Grounds of Suſpicion from any 
other Quarter; unleſs from a few inſignificant 


7. 


= circumforaneous Scriblers; their Names known 


and of no Influence, but on ſome unregarded 
d, Libertine and licentious Youths, with which 
en- ſort of Men, London and England not only, but all 
re- Countries of our Globe will for ever be infe- 


me ſted. I cannot conclude this Subject without 
the W informing my Reader, that this Inſinuation of 
on: @ theſe wicked Men was ſo groundleſs, that Reli- 
ch- gion 
the — - — — 
che * The Pope publiſhd a Letter at this Time exhorting the Clerg) 

to watch againſt Socinianiſm, ſanſeniſm, &c. which he com- 
k- plain'd were vary much encouraged in France, Italy, and other 


W 


Z Popiſh Nations, 
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gion at this Time really made a conſpicuous 
and ſhining Figure amongſt us. We were 
bleſs'd with a Set of learned, honeſt and pious 
Biſhops. The inferiour Clergy were nume- 
rous, orthodox, aud unmoleſted in their ſpiri- 
tual Exerciſes and Temporal Proviſions. The | 
Churches were throng'd ; the Altars frequent- 
ed; and ſuch amiable Marks of publick Cha- 
rity erected, countenanc'd and unmoleſted in 
almoſt every Town and City in the whole 
Kingdom, beſides the private Obſervances of | 
this Duty, as is the peculiar Glory of England, 

and which by the Permiſſion of God, will, I 

hope, cover many of our melancholy National 


Sins. 
. 


The Falſity of the General Aſſertion of the Danger 
of the Church, applied to the Church of Eng- 


land, iz particular, 


| H T has been ſaid of this fallacy of the 

Danger of the Church, as it regards ] 
the Goſpel of Chriſt and Religion in general, 
will illuſtrate the ſame Cheat, with reſpect 
to what is call'd the Church of Exgland, in 
particular; that is, thoſe Articles, Canons, Ru- 
bricks, and Directories, &c. which the Laws of 
the Land eſtabliſh as the Modus of Faith and 
Worſhip to all who are inclin'd to believe 
and conform to 'em in the Kingdom of Eg. 
land. Now, that theſe were in no Danger, 
is plain, becauſe, the Laws, which give them} 
their National Sanction, and from 1 
alone 


LY 
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alone they derive the Authority of an Ezg- 
liþ Compilement, for Decency and Order in 
the Publick Worſhip of God, and the good 
edifying of his People, were in full force and 
vigour on their Side, all this time, and not 
one Syllable ever mutter'd of any Danger 
that thoſe Laws would be Violated or Re- 
peal'd. How then cou'd the Church be in 
Danger, when the Laws which had appoint- 
ed that ſuch a Church ſhould firſt Be, and which 
= ſupported It when in Being, were in no Pan- 
ger themſelves? No Populace being either 
Inclinable or Able. to over-power the Le- 
- giſlature, and to aboliſh theſe Things by Vi- 
* olence; and the Legiſlature being free from 
2 a Suſpicion of any fach Deſigns; nay, on the 
Contrary, both theſe being perſectly diſpos'd 


to favour this Church. 


In vain therefore was this Out cry raisd 
= (excepting the Advantage of a Temporary Im- 
poſition on ſome weak and wicked People) 
whilſt every antient Law that favour'd the 
Church remain'd unattempted and quiet: 


had it not been ſo, the true Phraſe ought to 


have been not that the Church, but thoſe 


in Laws which protected the Church were in Dan- 


ger of being violated or repealed : For I ſhall 
'& plainly ſhew hereafter, that the Repealing a 


particular Law or two relating to Proteſtant 
Diſſenters wou'd have been, and ſtill will 


„be for the Honour and Safety of the Church. 


But this they knew to be too plain an Un- 


truth 


truth to be receiv'd: Or, had there been 4 
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Prerence for it, no Phraſe on this Side, could 
poſſibly have ſerv'd the Turn. No ! The 
Word Church was what had been long and 
warmly beaten into the Minds of the People, 
and the unintelligible Averrment of the Dan- 
ger of that, Cou'd only be ſufficient and 
powerful enough to make Men run Mad, and 
to undo themſelves and their Country upon 
unexamin'd Deluſions and Vagaries----- and 
Mad undoubtedly they were, who cou'd not 
ſee, that, to make up this Propoſition and 
conſtitute the Truth of it, vis. The Church 
is in Danger, the Laws which authoriz'd the 
Appointment of ſuch a Church, and main- 
tain'd it (both being now incorporate) mult be 
in Danger alſo; z. e. The whole Legiſlature þ 
(the Prince particularly) muſt be in Danger; 
the Prince, who is Head, Protector and Go- i 
vernour of it; which Things moſt certainly, 


were not ſo. 


Bur the Truth is, the People were not 
treated at ſo plain and explicite a rate, and a 
great Majority of the Multitude underſtood Þ 
this Phraſe in both the Senſes now mention*d, 
being moreover with great Induſtry taught 
by the ſame Hands to lament that the Per- 
ſons and Characters of the Clergy grew into 
Contempt and Diſregard every Day: and that 
their Power and Authority was viſibly leſſen- 
ing and expiring : And this compleated the 


Notion of the Church's Danger. 


SECT. 


oy vB StcT. V. 
he The Danger of the Church conſider d, in reſpect to 


nd the Contempt of the Clerg . 
le | | 
an⸗ T would be a very notorious Falſity, to de- 
nd ny that this was the Caſe of a great many 


nd Clergymen at that Time: and would be as 
don partial and unfair, in a Perſon enter'd thus far 
ind into this Subject, not to give the honeſteſt and 
not trueſt Account of this Matter, that Obſervati- 
ind on or Induſtry can make one Maſter of. To 
erch Net this Affair in the cleareſt Light, I cannot 
the forbear mentioning that the Kingdom of E- 
un- land at this Time, was perfectly divided into 
t be Two Parties; One whereof eſpous d the Sue- 


ure ceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover: the Other 
er ; {the Intereſt of the pretended Son of King 
Go- ¶Vames the IId. The former, generally ſpeaking, 


piqu'd themſelves for moderate Principles in 
Church and State: The latter carry'd the Pre- 


not Nrogative of the Crown to its greateſt Altitude, 
d a Mand rigidly inſiſted on the Title of Our Prince, 
ood Eto be Hereditary and Lineal alone; maintain- 
n'd, ing at the ſame Time the ſtricteſt Superiority 
ght and Power in the Clergy, which cou'd be con- 
Per- ſiſtent wich the Appearance of any Reformation 


from Rome. 
Tr will be no Diſcoyery to let you know, 
that a great Part of the Clergy did mighty Ser- 


—_—. n —_ 
_ * — * this. Afi. Dit. tt. * * _— * 


tl 


* Whigg and Tory. 


vice to this laſt Set of Men, by advancing both 
from Preſs and Pulpit, that Sacredneſs of In- 
heritance which Birth convey'd to a Prince, 
and that unlimited Obedience which Scripture 
(as they wrongly imagin d) without any Ex- 
ceptions demanded of the Subject; very wil- 
lingly making uſe of the preſent good Diſpo- 


ſitions of the People towards their Order, in 


Hopes by this. Means thoroughly to eſtabliſh 
that abſolute Authority and Power over the La- 
iy, which (tho' ſo agreeable to themſelves) 


many Engliſh Subjects oppos'd with utmoſt In- 

duſtry and Vehemence. And although there 
wanted not many amongſt the Prieſthood, Who 
were of the moderate Side, yet the far greateſt Kt - 


Number of them acted a quite different Parr, 


and, beſides the political Notions, which II 
have mention d, buſied themſelyes very much 


in advancing Spiritual Doctrines of the ſame 
Tendency and Deſign. 

Confeſſion and Abſolution ſometimes made 
their Figure amongſt Us in the ſame Shape 
wherein they appear in Popith Countries; the 
Nature of Schiſm was carry d ſo far at another 


Time, that all Toleration was render d ridicu- WM 


lous and uſeleſs, and then we know what 
Opinion muſt have ſtep d into its Place. The 
Power of the Keys enjoy'd all its Terrors; and 
to remove the higheſt Mountain which lay 
in the Way of our new Accommodation, the Sa- 


* Perſecution. T Tranſubſtantiation, 
g crificc 
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People. 
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crifice of the Sacrament, was to be the common 
Expreſſion in uſe amongſt Us; and thus Ido- 
latry and Contradiction were to be loft and 
ſwallow'd up in the Softneſs of Words, which 
wou'd have lef: Men at Liberty to fix wh 
Idea they pleas'd unto them, * 
When this High- flown Part of the Clergy 
had thus array d themſelves in all the gawdy 
and Party- colour d Garbs of the Sanctuary, and 
had perſwaded the People of the Beauty and 


Uſefulneſs of chem, twas then eaſy to find o- 
very particular Account, which the general Cry 
of The Danger of the Church, was contriv'd to 
produce, and to extract daily Advantages from 
it, amongſt the Vulgar. And indeed it came to 
that odious Paſs at laſt, that one cou'dn't men- 
tion the moſt indifferent Action (tho' never fo 
| juſtly) which disfavour d a Clergyman, but 

ſtraitway you were bully d by The Danger of 


the Church: And therefore you may eaſily gueſs 
how loud the Language was rais'd, againſt 
thoſe Perſons that dar'd at ſuch a Juncture as 
this, publickly ro oppoſt the Doctrines now 
recited, or to reſent that barefac d Trumpeting 


of Rebellion, and favouring the Pretender, 


which is too well known to have been fre- 
quently adyanc'd and impreſs d upon tho 

Whilſt Things were in this Condition, there 
were not wanting Numbers of Foreign Popiſſ 
Prieſts, and other Emiſlaries from Abroad, who 
joyn'd with the Cry in Vogue, and by various 
Artifices helped on the Warm Part of the Cler- 
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gy to buſtle in Vindication of their own and 
the decaying Cauſe of the Church, and egg d 

the exaſperared Multitude into Rage and Flame, 
to the ſame Purpoſes and Ends; till Things 
| were carryd to ſuch an Height, that a Dor- 
[ mant Set of Men, who imagin d themſelves 
| the Chief Perſons to be conſider d and em- 
ploy'd, whenever the long with'd-for Seaſon 
offer d itſelf, at once ſpake out, and thought 
it a Time not only to advance the Title of 
their 1 King to our Crown, but to prefer their 
own Title to the Prieſthood, to any other in- 
theſe Realms, nay to exclude all ſuch Clergy- _» 
men, whether Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon, from 
Holy Orders, as well as any Temporal Encou- 
ragements in the Church, who either took their? 
Order, or receiv'd Benefices without that Li- 
neal Deſcent of Prieſthood, which was deriv'd @ . 
from the Biſhops, made in the Reign of King 
James the IId, (and upwards) which Eccleſia- 
{tical Tenure they affirm'd to be interrupted, 
from the Time that that King was depos'd Þ 
for Mal-adminiſtrati#n: and that therefore all 
that has been done this Way, ſince that Time, 
by other Hands, was and is Antichriſtian, and 
Null and Void in itſelf. An admirable Inſtance 
of Charity! to faſten the Hapes of Eternal Sal- 
vation on Circumſtances never to be proy'd, 
and moſt certainly Heterodox and untrue. But 
we know whence this ſevere and infallible Spi- 
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rit comes, and muſt ſafely conclude againſt this 
horrid Doctrine in Favour of the preſent Mem- 
bers of Qur Church, not only, and thoſe who 
ſhall come after us, but in Favour alſo of thoſe 
Numberleſs Souls who have gone to the other 
World, content with the Conſecration of thoſe 
Biſhops which King Villiam (of glorious Me- 
mory) appointed, and with the Adminiſtration 
_ Church-Offices of Presbyters ordain'd by 
them. 
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? N Treating more particul arly of the pretended 
| Reaſons for the Cry of The Danger of 
the Church. UTE! 1 


Aving explain'd thefe Things after thar 
free and open Manner wherewith they 
ought to be handled, and J hope with 

unqueſtionable Diſintereſtedneſs and Integrity: 

J cannot diſmiſs this Argument, without taking 

-more particular Notice of Two or Three of the 

moſt popular Reaſons, which were given out 

ro ſupport the impertinent and vexatious Cry 
of The Danger of the Church. | 


SECT. 
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102 Sr Cr. I. 
Anſwering the Oljection that the Miniſtry then in 
Being, (from the Tear 1708 to 10 eſpecially,) 


and both Houſes of Parliament, were known Fa- 
Vourerſ of Presbytery and a Common-Wealth. 


| CINE was that the Miniſtry then in Being, 
= nay, both the Houſes of Parliament, were 
known Favourers of Presbytery and a Com- 
mon-Wealth, and that manifeſt Overt-Ats 
wou d ſoon appcar of a moſt diſmal and wick- F” 
ed Nature; that Meaſures wou'd be ſoon made 
known, which had been prepar'd to reduce All 
Great-Britain to that Sort of Civil and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Government, whenever the Nation 
came to be diſengag d from that monſtrous Ad- 
miniſtration which then oppreſs d it. And yet 
when this grand Change happen d to be made, 
ſo little of rhoſe pompous Accuſations were ei- 
ther purſu'd or prov d, that it all ended in a 
falſe and impotent Attack on the greateſt He- 
ro, One of the moſt deſerving Men that ever 
ſupported or retriev d the Honour of the Exg- 
liſh Nation. An Attack! fo ſhameful, ſo infa- 
mous and unjuſt, that it ended in the Diſgrace 
and Confuſion of thoſe who began it; bur 
which contributes to fill up the Sum of thoſe 
Glories that render this Great Perſon admira- 
ble and conſpicuous, for the moſt eminent Pal- 
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ſwe as well as Active Vertues. He who was: 
able to Do the nobleſt and beſt of Things for 
his Country, proving able to bear and ſuffer 
the worſt. But to return. It muſt be evident; 
that thoſe Clamours againſt theſe Men were 
invidious and falſe, not only becauſe nothing 


like the Crimes laid againſt them was ever pro- 
duced or appear d (tho by the by, the moſt fla- 
grant Villanies have been made good! a- 
gainſt their Accuſors) but becauſe there is nor; 
Room even for Suſpicion now of che Danger 


of the ſame Things, tho moſt of the ſame Men 
> (and Men of their Principles) by the good Pro- 
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vidence of God, and Wiſdom of His preſent 


9 
hes 
. FS 
ts 
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Friends than King GEORGE and His Mini 
ſters; nor ever enjoy d more ſettled Peace and 


Majeſty, are repoſted in their former, or in 


other Places of publick Employment and Truſt ;, 
nay one may venture to affirm, that the Church 
of England never yet gloried in truer or abler 


„ „ 


Security, or a more beautiful and pleaſing Pro- 


# ſpect of continuing in the ſame happy State, 


than now it does. The Members of it may 


E quarrel, and the Clergy belonging to it may 


F Y on to wrangle and diſpute ; but whilſt rhis 


oyal Family is the Head and Protectors of 


| it, the Foundation thereof will remain ſtedlaſt 


and ſure, and all the ill-contriv'd Superſtructure 
rais d thereon, by deluded and impoſing Per- 
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* IWitneſs the late Impeachments, Fines, Priſons, Baniſbmente, 
nay, Sufferings to Death, which have been the juſt Fate of fome 


of them and their Friends. #1 
ſons, 


CA: SORE 
ſons, will tumble and moulder into Silence and 
Oblivion. 

Twill be concluſive in this Diſpute, J hope, 
to obſerve that neither comnion Senſe or Pru- 
dence cou d poſſibly dictate ro Miniſtets in full 
Poſſeſſion of all the Power, Riches and Honour 
of a Kingdom, to attempt ſuch Fundamental 
Changes, as muſt endanger, or entirely ruin 
both themſelves and their Fortunes. This we 
know has, and may be the Endeayour and 
Study of Perſons out of Place; but the Poſ- 
ſeſſors ſurely have nothing to do bur to main- 


rain themſelves, and all Publick Affairs, in l 


the preſent quiet and proſperous Condition, 
and to diſcharge their Duties ſo wiſely and 
them. 8 

That nothing laſtly may be left unſaid on 
this Head, it is evident from the Liſt of Both 
the Houſes of that Parliament, that there were 
not Ten Diſſenting Members in them, (except 
Scots) nor above One or Two Common-Wealth's 
Men, (if any) in the literal Acceptation of that 
Word. There was indeed a Repreſentation of; 
fer d to the Queen, in Purſuance of the Humour 
of the Times, by The Lower-Houſe of Convoca- 
tion then ſitting, ſetting forth the dangerous 
State of Sin and Wickedneſs which infeſted 
the Nat ion; I ſhall ſay no more here of that 
Repreſentation, than deſire my Readers to pe- 
ruſe it, and then they will be able. ro judge of 
the Reaſonableneſs of it, and whether any thing 


that is here ſaid, be an Anſwer unto it. 
YECT. 


carefully as never to be call din queſtion abour 
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Farther Arguments anſwer d for The Danger of 
the Church, viz. Repealing ſome Laws and not 
Enatting others for its Security. | 


A Nother Reaſon given for The Danger of the 
Church, was that ſome Laws which might 
become its Boundaries and Defence were not 
enacted, and that others which favour d it, were 
propos d to be repeal'd, a Flood-Gate thereby 
being laid open to Diſſenters of all Sorts, to 
+ ruſh in and overwhelm it. n i 
„ þ 1 Now in order to diſcover the Fallacy of this 
d &* Afſertion, and to ſhew thac Party-Cauſe (not 
rt © Truth) lay at the Bottom of theſe Argumenta- 
tions, it will be a Thing of too narrow a Com- 

n |. paſs, to fall directly upon the particular Views 
which thoſe Men had who argud this Way; 
e and therefore I beg Leave to commence this 
t Affair from an higher Principle, and to lay it 
s down at firſt for a general Truth, that whene- 
tc WW ver the Publick Safety of a State comes to be 
in Danger, the Difference of Religious Princi- 
r K+ ples in the ſeveral Subjects of that State, at 
- Þ& ſuch a Juncture, ought not, will not be conſi- 
dec d, unleſs thoſe Principles are the very Oc- 
d caſion of that Danger, or wou'd produce a 
r greater Evil than Good, in regard to the pre- 
-. WW {cnt Circumſtance of Things; but that All 
f WM Hands will be called in for the common Safety, 
s I whatever Diverſities of Sentiments may poſſeſs 
the Minds of Men, in that State, abour Reli- 

[, E gion- 
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gion and the Worſhip of God. For, ſrom the 
Beginning of the World, Men never enter d 
into Societies, or form d themſelves into King- 
doms and Governments, becauſe of a Conſent 
and Harmony in Principles of Religion; but 
when they became Civil Societies, betook them- 
felves to eſtabliſi the beſt religious Principles 
which they cou d diſcover or find out. And this 
is ſo true, that you ſhall always find, that 
where Mens Interefts are the ſame, they will 
never break thro' thoſe for Difference in Religi- 
on : And, tho' their Religion be the ſame, yer 
it is no Bond of Union, where their Intereſts 


are divided. ; 


It is here ſuppos d that it is impoſſible, that 
All the Inhabitants of any Nation, where Li- 
berty of Reaſoning and the Benefit of common 
Senſe is left in their Power, can pretend to 
think the ſame Way in Matters of Religion, 
or indeed almoſt in any thing elſe: Mens Un- 
derſtandings and Education being ſo wide and 
diſtant one from another, that they wou'd diſ- 
pute, were it poſſible, even about the plaineſt 
Things; as I ſay, ir is not to be conceiv'd (un- 
der the preſent Frame and Make of Humane 
Minds) that ever God Almighty deſign d, that, 
in ſuch and ſuch Tracts of Land, all the Peo- 
ple dwelling therein ſhould exactly be of the 
ſame Opinions about his Worthip and the Af- 
fairs of another Life, I am fure: Men never 
were, no not during the very Delivery of Re- 
velation: And as it is impoſſible to aſſign any 


ſuch Infallibility, or to conclude any other- 
=, ways 
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ways than that we are left to ourſelves to-form 
the beſt Judgment we can, of the Religion of 
our own and other Kingdoms round about Us; 
ſo certainly it is againſt all Reaſon (and Reyc- 
lation) for any Leaders or Governours in any 
part of the Earth, to force Men to conform to 
their Moduſes of believing and practiſing; and 
to deprive them of the common , Benefit; of 
that Country, if they refuſe ſo to do: And 
much more ſo, if they go farther, and puniſn 
them for not ſo doing. Tis irrational, tis cru- 
el that there ſhou'd be any ſuch Kingdom: 
Nay, tis impoſlible ever to find One whichreal- 
ly ſucceeds in ſuch a Scheme, notwithſtanding 
x fo dire Efforts that are made towards it in ſome. 
Neighbouring Nations, and the horrid Perſecu- 
tions in uſe for this End. This being premis d, 
that no Men ſhould be oblig'd to think like the 
reſt of their Countrymen, nor be puniſh'd 'or 
excluded the Benefits of their Country, if they 
did not, provided thoſe Thoughts did not pro- 
duce Acts which tended to the Subverſion of the 


Eſtabliſnment of that Country; Our preſent 


Queſtion comes into this ſhorr Compaſs, whe- 
ther the Opinions of Proteſtant Diſſenters be 
deſtructive of the Conſtitution of the King- 
dom of England? For theſe were the Men from 


whom the Church was ſaid to be in Danger, and 


in regard ro whom, the Complaint about Repeal- 
ing and not Enacting, Laws, was made. An 
when this Queſtion is anſwer'd, we may then go 
farther and determine whether Laws ſhou d bc 
made or repeal which disfavour'd them, and ren- 
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der them incapable of the common Emoluments 
of the Nation? For tis plain that Opinion in 
Religion alone, lays their preſent Incapacity 
upon them. Whether they ſhou'd be ſubject 
to à Penalty for the external Exercife of thoſe 
Diſſenting Principles in Publick Worſhip 2 And 
whether'in time of common Danger, they ought 
to be entruſted and admitted on a Level with 
others of His Majeſty's loyal Subjects? All 
theſe Queſtions and ſome more of the ſame Na- 
ture, depend on the Solution of the firſt, zz. 
whether our Proteſtant Diſſenters hold Opini- 
ons deſtructive of our Conſtitution? The Queſti- 
on is not whether a Rigid Presbyterian, (ſup- 
poſe) who reckons Epiſcopacy to be a damna- 


ble Sin, wou'd, if he were able, aboliſh that | 


Order, and eſtabliſh the Presbyterian in its 
Room: or, whether a Common-wealth's Man, 
who is ſo prejudic'd againſt Monarchy, as to 
think it an ungodly Uſurpation of One Man 
over Thouſands, wou'd dethrone a King and 
place the Government in the Hands of a few or 
many : Such Men there may be, tho' their 
Number be but ſmall ; for JI am ſure that the 


Proteſtant Presbyterian Churches, and Com- 


mon-Wealths Abroad, pay mighty Deference 
ro our Church and Stare, and entertain no ſuch 
Damning Principles concerning cither our Ec- 
clefiaſtical or Civil Government: But the Que- 
ſtion is, whether our preſent Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, tolerated here by that general Name, em- 
brace Principles, deſttuctive of our Conſtituti- 
on? For if they do, no doubt they Il put them 

in 
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n Practice whenever they are able; and if they 
ont, then, whether they are capable of being 
ruſted in any Share of the Adminiſtration of Ci: 
il and Military Affairs; and eſpecially whethet 
hey ought to be call d in to ſuccour and ſupport 
the whole Conſtitution at a Time of common Pe- 
Wril and Danger? To avoid being miſunderſtood 
in a Place which will be thought to. conſiſt of 
Some Tenderneſs and Nicety, I deſire the Rea- 
Eder to remember that J here oppoſe the Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters to Papiſts, the latter of which 
"molt certainly hold Opinions deſtructive of 
Hur Conſtitution. I think this Admonition ne- 
eſſary, becauſe People are generally at a Loſs 
bn this Subject, for want of diſtinguiſhing clear- 
ly between our Conſtitution, and the Laws 
and Uſages of the Land, which are but the 
Conſequence of that Conſtitution : The Con- 
ſtitution being the Cauſe, the Laws the Effect; 
and becauſe the wicked Deſigns of the Men 
of thoſe Times which I am ſpeaking of, were 
very much favour'd by diſperſing this artful and 
E invidious Queſtion, whether twere better for 
a Perſon of the Church of Fygland, to be- 
come a Papiſt or a Presbyterian ? Inſinua- 
ting that the former were the moſt prefer- 
able Choice. The Conſtitution T take to 
be explain'd in this One Propoſition, that all 
our Laws are to be made by a mix'd Legiſla- 
rure, by King, Lords and Commons ; this is 
the conſtituted Government of England, and. 
whatever Laws theſe enact and agree on togo- 
ther, muſt be ſubmitted to as the legal Reſult of 
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our Conſtitution. I cannot but think (as I have 
ſaid befote) that the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
to a very inconſiderable Number, are vigotous 
Friends to this Conſtitution, alrho' they: may 
wiſh that che Powers conſtituted, wou d repeal 
ſome Laws which they are diſpleas d with, or 
enact others which would be more agreeable 
to them; But of theſe, neither they or any 
Subject are Judges : The Legiſlators alone, 
have the Power of doing any thing this Way. 
For my Part, I think our Conſtitution a ' glori- M* 
ous One, and the Laws built upon it very rea- 


ſonable and uſeful. Whatever the Legiſſators en 


act, I will obey for Conſcience fake; knowing 
this to be certainly true, that all Humane Af. 
fairs ſo fluctuate and change, that there never F 


will be either a Conſtitution, or any Laws de- A 


vis d under its Influence, fo perfect in them- 
ſelves, or ſo adapted to the Genius and Taſte 
of any One Period of Time, as to be ſecure 
from Diſlike or Abuſe. This being premis d, 
T hope it may at length be roundly affirm'd, 
that our Proteſtant Diſznters hold no Opinions 
deſtructive of, or tending to undo our Conſti- 
tution. Whereas Papiſts hold and believe eve- 
ry thing that ruines and deſtroys it; nay, hold 
the Neceſſity of Aboliſhing moſt or all of our 
Laws, Sacred and Civil, which derive their 
Sanction from that Conſtitution. They own 
_ themſelves oblig d to obey an Hereditary Arbi- 
trary Prince, even tho' he ſhou'd confound. all 

our Eſtabliſhment, Laws, Liberties, and Reli- 
gion ; and they hold the Opinion of a Foreign 
Pow- 
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Power's having Authority over our Nation, 
bur King, Laws and People not only, but that 


he is infallible and can forgive Sins, and there- 
fore they eſteem themſelves obliged to be rea- 


dy, whenever he ſends them Command, (by 
Murder, Fire, Sword and War, or by Methods 
never ſo inhumane and wicked, to alter or 
deſtroy our Conſtitution, and our Laws Re- 
ligious and Temporal; and to model them 
and the Nation according to his ſole Direction 
and Will. A Fryal of which, ,in One Inſtance, 
is now ſet on Foot in France *.. To conclude, 


* 1: don't: know any One Man in ©Eng/and, who 
wou dnt alter many Laws in Being, were it 


in his Power, ' tho! he may like the Conſtituti- 


on very well, and tho he prays that no other 
may ever obtain. The Proteſtant Diſſenters I 


believe cou'd name a great many of this Sort, 
the molt eſfential of which, IJ hope, and am 
(humanly ſpeaking) ſure never will be alter d; 
but a Papiſt would tear up ſome particular 
Things, not only, but the whole Foundation of 
All that is Proteſtant, Exgliſp, and Free. To 
come then to the Point in Hand; for my Part, 
conſidering the Proteſtant Diſſenters as a Body 
of Men, in this Kingdom, by all the Obſerva- 
tions thar I cou'd ever make of them, the pre- 
vious Queſtion, ought to be given in the Ne- 
gative; for from the late happy Revolution (in 


— 
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* The Pope's Bull Unigenitus ; geſtru Hive uf the Liberties of 
the Gallican Church: nobly oppos'd by mary Prelates and Inferi- 
our Clergy, God encreate this Spirit, — 
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1688) to this very Day, I find them ever ſide- 
ing with, and abetting the preſent Conſtitution 
whenever it thus came to be attack d by the 
common Enemy; and claiming only an Allow. 
ance and Toleration under that Conſtitution as 
a peaceable People, differing in ſome Particu- 
lars of Church-Government, but content to en- 
joy thoſe Opinions, and ſerve God according 
to them in Quietneſs, and Eaſe ; without Let 
to themſelves, or Moleſtation to others. This 
J rake to be the Caſe of our Proteſtant Diſſen- 


ters in General, whatever warm or virulent Ex- 
preſſions ſome particular Men amongſt them) 


have made uſe on, againſt the Exgliſß Eſta- 
bliſhment of Church and State; and as I aflure 


them I am no Friend to their Separation, but 
think they ought immediately to come in and 
communicate with us, ſo I wou'd have all the 
zeſt of Mankind know, that I have no Intereſt 
or Deſign to ſerve, in doing them Juſtice, by 
ſpeaking thus farely about them in every thing 
elſe: For I own that I cou'd never ſee them de- 


ſigning or deſirous to take or graſp the whole 


Government into their own Hands, and I am | 


ſure they are not able to ſuſtain it, were it put 
into their Power. Nay, I am farther very well 
perſuaded, that were they not exaſperated, 
and made more conſiderable by Oppoſition 
than really they are in themſelves, (like a Tor- 
rent that is damm d up, which otherways wou d 
run in its Natural Courſe, without Impetuoſity 
or Noiſe,) I am ſure wou d our eſtabliſh'd Cler- 


gy and other Conformiſts, either uſe an intire 
Si- 


(A 
Silence towards them, or elſe treat them with 
kind Invitations and tender Expoſtulations, &c. 
wou d they but leave them perfectly to their 
own Reaſonings, we ſliou d ſee that they cou'd 
not ſupport themſelves for ever, on the bare 
Strength of their own Cauſe, no! they'd dwin- 
dle at laſt into leſſer and leſſer Numbers, till 
the very Name of a Diſſenter were quite loſt 
in a long Tract of Time. Experience allows 
this to be a known Truth, fince the Repeal of 
ſome Penal Laws made againſt them; and Rea- 
# ſon conſents ſtrongly to the Confirmation of 
it. For tis certain that Contradiction and hard 
E Uſage, give Life and Nerves to many Senti- 
ments, which otherways wou'd either -lie dor- 
mant, or elſe entirely die away. There is a 
great deal in being thought Somebody: Obſti- 
nacy is ever uppermoſt in an Argument, and 
Men will never engage with you, or be 
brought to hear you with any kind Diſpoſi- 
tion, when they are ſure before hand to be 
branded either for Fools, or Knaves. Com- 
plaiſance and good Nature, may win and induce 
them to enter the Liſts, but Railing, Satyriſing, 
nay, * Damning, will never either perſwade 
them to come over at firſt, or continue them 
in your Opinion afterwards ; and I wifh with 
all my Soul, that every Diſlenter in the King- 
dom, were appriz d that no One Pulpit wou d 
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ever hereafter be employ d (as hitherto many 

have been) _ them; bur that Chriſt, and 
him Crucified, 2. e. ſome practical Diſcourſes, 
ſhou d only be deliver d to the People; and if 
they or their Cauſe happen d to be mention d, it 
ſhou d be in the Language of Good Nature and 
Invitation alone, to attend an unblameable Ser- 
vice, and to hear a charitable brotherly Diſcourſe. 
Certain I am, that ſuch a Compromiſe, is Chri- 
ſtian and Honourable, and that fuch a Centre 
of Union as this, is the only one that can be of 
any preſent Uſe ; till God, out of his infinite 
Mercy, by ſome extraordinary Means, makes 
us of one Faith and one Worſhip ; which I ear- | 
neſtly pray may be our Fate here in rheſe King- 
doms, long before the End and Conſummation ot F 
all Things. 

1 D 

A Secondary Queſtion about Diſſenters. 
AS to the latter Queſtions, Whether when 


the Church of England flouriſhes, under 
all its Proprieties and Particularities; and the 


Civil State is free from any Apprehenſion of? 


being diſturb'd or overturn d, Men, who will 
not in every Particular, conform to the firſt, 
ſhou'd too indulgently be brought in to ſhare 
the Honours and Emoluments of the latter, 
whilſt others may be found who arc more ca- 
pable of ſuch Employments, by giving a total 
Poof of their ſincere Conformity to all the pre- 
ſent Laws whatever in Being? 


Ir 
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It is plain from Reaſon and Nature, and I 
am ſure there is nothing reveal d to the con- 
trary, that no Body ought to be laid under a 
legal Incapacity of filling Offices of Truſt in 
the Kingdom, where they were born and bred, 
becauſe they differ from ſome eſtabliſned No- 
tions of Religion in that Country. Opinions 
of Religion in themſelves, having nothing to 
do with Affairs of State, and Things of a Ci- 
vil Nature. And this is ſo true, that where 
Religion and Intereſt don t go together, they 
will never ſee any Conteſt of this ſort: Take 
away the Salaries and Revenues annex d to 
theſe Places, and your Higheſt-Churchmen and 
Excluders of others, will let the State run its 
" Riſque, and permit Diſſenters, Turk or Few, or any 

Body elſe to labour ar the Publick Offices and 
Poſts of the Nation. What I advance as true 
from Nature, Reaſon and common Juſtice, has 
ever been true, in Fact; but it being a tedious 
Task to go thro' the Examples of almoſt all 


1 Nations, and to lay before you their Practice 
ein this Matter; I refer my Reader to a Book, 
WF written induſtriouſſy on this Subject, wherein 
what I adyance is demonſtrated to the meaneſt 
Underſtanding beyond the Power of Contra- 


diction *,- However that I may not part with 
this Queſtion too caſily, let us bring the Cale 


— 
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* The Diſſenter's Claim of Right to a Capariry for Cieil 
Offices, Printed for Eman. Matthews, as the Sible in Pater 
noſter- Row. 1717. a 1 
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Home to our own Perſons; let us ſuppoſe our 
ſelves born Proteſtants in' France, and as much 
Frenchmen in Intereſt, Fortune, &c. as one who 
never removed Ten Miles from Lyons or Blois. 
Upon this Suppoſition we are to be very fond 
of the French Conſtitution, are honeſt Men 
likewiſe, and perſonally firted for many Places 
of publick Truſt in that Kingdom ; we live 
quietly and are Loyal, pay our Taxes, pray 
for the King, and fight againſt every Nation 
which are Enemies to France. Would it not be 
hard that we, or any ſuch- like Men ſhould be 


excluded from ſerving their Country, purely 
becauſe we don't believe Tranſubſtantiation, or 


cant in Conſcience admit of the Pope's Conſti- 
tution Unigenitus 2 I cant ſee that any Man 
can anſwer in the Negative. And this is the 
exact Caſe of Proteſtant Diſſenters here; only 
with this Difference, that the Advantage of the 
Similitude is on their Side; for they don't dif- 
fer ſo widely from the Eſtabliſh*d Church of 
England, as the Hagonots do from that of France. 
If the Objection recurs here, that ſuch Perſons, 


by being admitted into theſe Places, will in time | 


grow upon us, and at laſt endanger our Church 
Government, and ſome other publick Eſtabliſh- 
ment which they don't like. To this I have 
anſwer d already, that, by what Reaſoning and 
Obſervation J am able to make uſe of, I can- 
not find that the Proteſtant Diſſenters wou d de- 
ſire an Alteration in our Conſtitution, 2. e. 
wou d deſire to be govern d by any other Form 
than King, Lords, and Commons; bot 0 

they 
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they ſhould wiſh, that this Power wou'd enact 
ſome new, and repeal ſome old Laws for their 
ſake; rhis is no Wonder if they imagine cither 
one or the other wou d tend to their Advantage. 
Now, as it is not to be believ'd that it will 
ever be in their Power, were it in their Will to 
alter the whole Legiſlature, ſo neither is there 


% 


any Glimpſe or Appearance of there ever being 


ſuch Perſons employ'd in the Legiſlature, who 
will open the Gap ſo wide, as to let Diſſenters 


into ſuch Countenance and Power, as to endan- 
ger any of the prefent Laws which ſupport our 
> Eſtabliſhment. \ Si” 1 6788025 
No one will affirm that our Laws, in regard 
to theſe Things, are entirely perfect and com- 
pleat; nay, tis without queſtion that many 
Things will bear an Alteration, and that it were 


better to omit and abrogate many others. But 
theſe Things muſt be left to the Wiſdom of the 
Nation. In the mean Time we may fully con- 
clude, that all Things are ſafe and ſtable; and 
that Monarchy and Epiſcopacy will ſtill con- 
tinue in their flouriſhing Condition amongſt us, 
altho' ſome circumſtantial Alrerations were 


made in any thing elſe. 
But, ſuppoſing this Objection cou d poſſibly 


take Place, and Diſſenters ſhou'd make the ima- 
gin d uſe of the Liberty contended for; Is there 
not a whole Legiſlature ready to animadvert up- 
on them ? For I ſuppoſe theſe Attacks to be gta- 
dual, like other Affairs of the ſame Nature. Cant 
the Prince in being diſplace the Heads of ſuch a 
Faction, and won t he, ſince otherwiſe he is to 
fall 
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fall with them ? Is. it not in tlie Power of the 
Clergy or Judges to Remonſtrate; nay, will 
not the Multitudes, z. e. Societies and Corpora- 
tions, Petition to have theſe Men remov d? Up- 
on the whole, thus the Caſe ſtands. Reaſon 
pleads their Capacity to ſerve their Country; 
and Contingencies, Things of a caſual Nature, 
and which-may.never happen, and which will 
only hurt themſelves whenever they attempt 
them; theſe are the only Objections produc d 
to the contrary. 2 00. 
It may not be improper on this Subject, to 
intimate, that it is too great an Affront put on 
the Executive Power in England, (as well as con- 

tradictory to the genetral Liberty of the Sub- 
jects of theſe Nations) not to ſuffer them to 
make Choice of Perſons who are to execute 
under them. If the King for the Time be- 
ing is entruſted with the Executive Part of 
the Laws, it is at his Miniſters always, at his 
own Peril frequently, if they be not executed 
according to Law. Contradictory therefore is 
it to give him this Extenſive Power firſt, and 
to make him accountable on extraordinary | 
Occaſions for it; nay, to give him an Oath ar 
his Coronation for the due and legal Pefor- 
mance of it, and yet to preſcribe to him by 
Law, what fort of Men he {hall or ſhall not 
employ, in the Executive Office ; and you may 
as well preſcribe black or fair, as tie him down 
to thoſe who think this Way or that in holy 
Things, to point out Men who go to a Church 
or a Meeting. Tis without diſpute, that eve- 
ry 


et 
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ry Prince in every Nationy: will chooſe; Men of 
his own Complexion, ' and ſuited to his Tholint- 
tions and Intereſts ; and I can't but ſay, that. 
ſhou d prefer a Churchman (equally: qualified) 
to a Diſſenter, did I hold the Reins in an Eg 


1iſh Miniſtry. But this has nothing to do with 


the Argument; and as we are fafe from Popiſh 


Kings; fo we are (I hope) from Miniſters! of 


State, who favour that Intereſth and therefore 1 
am ſure it is no Compliment to our preſent, wile, 
vertuous and Proteſtant Monarch to put it out 
of his Power to employ whom he pleaſes for the 
Good of the Publick, eſpecially on Pretence 
of Religious Principles, ſince We are ſure he 
won t employ any Papiſt. ie, on 
Having now, as I think, remoy'd the Inca- 
pacity from a Diſſenter, and left a Proteſtant 


en 


* 


Prince at Liberty to diſpenſe the Favours of 
the Crown to Perſons moſt able and willing to 


| 11.41 3 des . 8 ae 
ſerye the Publick, whatever their Opinions be 
about external Communion, &c. in Religi- 


on; I, come to the laſt Queſtion of all, Whe- 


ther Proteſtant Diſlenters ſhou'd be employ'd 


in Time of common Danger? I own, I won- 
4 \ —_— & . 3 * . . 4 9 0 

der it ſnou d be a Queſtion, or elſe not decided 
for em at firſt Appearance of it; that being to 


ask a Man whether he ſhou'd ſuffer another 


to help and ſave him or not? Bur fo ſtupid, 
not long ſince (to ſay no worſe of it) have been 


many Britiſp Subjects, as to give it againſt 


themſelves; ſome, Men chuſing rather to ven- 
ture the worſt Conſequences of the Pretender's 
Invaſion, than remove an Incapacity which 
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the Proteſtant Diſſenters lay under, whereby 
their Force wou'd have been added to the ho- 
neſt Part of the Conforming Churchmen, in or- 
der to defeat all the Attempts of the Impoſtor. 
-Men ! who, when the Queſtion was, Whether 


they wou'd arm à Third Power in defence of 


their Lives and Liberties, to defeat a Second 
which made its moſt vigorous Attacks 

them? Men! having liv d in our n who 
ws ron in uy own disfavour. 7:1 


'SECT. Iv. | 


asf ering the laſt Argument 4 the Danger of the | p 
Church ; the ee of Latitudinari- 
ans, &c. 


Third Reaſon ſpread / ongſt the People 

ro ſupport and account for the publick 
Voice of the Church's Dang (ch has been 
partly ſpoken to already 2 e Treatment of 
the Firſt was, That the n of State at 
that Time, countenanc d all ſorts of Libertines 
in Opinion, even Free- Ihinters and Atheiſts, 
Sc. and that this Set of Men publickly ayow- | 
ing their Cauſe, and deelaring themſelves of 
their Principles and Party, gave a great Stroke 
towards the Downfall of Religion and the 
Church. I have already mention d the mighty 
Boaſt that was made of this Part of the Argu- 
ment; which, how inſignificant ſoever it be in 


. Whig-Miniſters for the firſt fix Years of Asen Anne's 

Reign. 
T' 4 Word of an boneſt and valuable Signification, but in 
aſe to denote Infidelity, &c. 
* it 
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MW ic ſelf, and falſe in Fact; yet I cannot but thin 


it worth while to give ſome account of it in this 
Place. 8 GSi 
As it is natural for all Men to endeavour to 
become eaſy and pleas d, fo it is as natural to 
attach themſelves, and to fall in with tlie Re- 
gulations and Meaſures of thoſe Perſons Who 
are likelicſt to pleaſe them, and make them eaſy, 
and who go upon Schemes, either exactly pa- 
rallel, or elſe in a great meaſure proportion d 


and agreeable to ſuch as they propoſe to proſe- 
cute in the Conduct of their own Lives. The 
two Parties in England, which J have men- 
tioned before, did nor entirely divide the whole 
Number of Engliſhmen, for there were ſeveral 
- Subdiviſions and Sets of Men, who diſtinctly 
liſted themſelves into the general Service of 
| Whig and Tory, as they found their own parti- 


cular Sentiments to approach nigh, or meer. 
Favour and Countenance from cither of theſe. 
Principles. 

Thus Liberty, Toleration, and ſuch-like 
Words, being what the Low-Party, or Whies 
of the Church. of England ſet up for; all 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, nay, Latitudinarians in all 
Kinds, and every Perſon who advanc d Freedom 
of Thought, and that Dominion which Men 
ought to have over their own Faith and Con- 
ſciences, theſe Men piqu'd themſelves as Friends 
to the Mhigs, and aſſum' d that Appellation as 
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* Whig and Tory. 
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their Due, tho' (in its full and genuine Accep- 
tation) they had no more Claim to it, than the 
Shadow has to be the Sun, becauſe it follows it, 

and has a very imperfect Relation unto it. 
The High- Party of the Church of Exgland or 
Tories, on the other Hand advancing the Power 
of the Church and the Prince to an unwarranta- 
ble, illegal Degree, were lov d and favour d by too 
many of the Rigid Clergy, ( Nonjurorseſpecially) 
by Jacobites, Papiſts, and every; Friend of Slave- 
and Rome. Now, for Explication-ſake, put- 
ting the Caſe that the Words Whig and Tory 


make up the full Idea of the two principal con- 


tending Parties in Eyg/and; and that they differ 
only in regard to the high or low Terms and 
Circumſtances relating to the Power and Title 
of the Church and Kings of England, then the 
Queſtion is, (ſince there are many other Par- 
ties and Seas of Men in theſe Realms, higher 
or lower in reſpect of theſe two) of which Ex- 
treme we have been, are, or may be in danger ? 
viz. from Proteſtant Diſſenters, Republicans, and 
Latitudinarians, &c. or from Papiſts, Jacobites, 
and all the Advancers of abſolute unlimited Au- 
thoriry, on a lineal unalicnable Right of Suc- 
ceſſion both in Church and State? The late Re- 
bellion, T think, has determin'd this Queſtion 
ſufficiently ; and T am ſure, good Reaſon and 
honeſt Obſervarion cannot fail to do it. 

The Abettors of Popery, Tyranny and Facobi- 
tiſm claim their Right, from the Conſtitution 
of England, and the common Right of Kings by 
the Laws of Nature and Nations ; nay, they 


blaſpheme 
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blaſpheme and go farther, and call for it from 
the Law of God. A Claim ſtrong enough in- 
deed ! This Cauſe is carried on by a Majority 
(I am ſorry to ſay it) of two Thirds through 
this Nation: It has all the Efforts of united 
Popery to ſuſtain it from Abroad, and many 


Proteſtants (ch their Shame be it ſpoken) ar 


Home. It has been ſtruggled for theſe. two 
Hundred Years, and in its Defence Commoti- 


ons and Rebellions have been rais'd ; Sword 


and Deyaſtation have ravag'd and lea it 
Way; and Plotting, Aſlaſſinarion, Murder, 
have been in uſe, in common uſe, to encou- 

rage and maintain it. | 8 
On the other ſide, Anarchy, Republicaniſm, 
Diſſenting, Levelling, Libertiniſm, &c. pre- 
tend by no Claim to be inſtituted here; I know 
of no Attempt in the Memory of this Genera- 
tion to overturn the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
to introduce theſe Things in its Place. T am 
ſure, were there ſuch a Deſign now broaching, 
and never ſo well laid, the Subjects of England 
who are this Way diſpos d, are ſo very few and 
inconſiderable in reſpect of their Adverſaries, 
that they might as well endeavour to tranſplant 
the Gardens of Yerſailles ro the Hundreds of 
Eſſex ; and I hope (and do not doubt but) this 
will be their Caſe to endleſs Ages; and, laſt- 
ly, that any foreign Power is either able or diſ- 
pos d to contribute to ſuch a Work, or has, or 
will be, IT dare ſay there is no one Man upon 
Earth has Face enough to affirm. No fuch Af: 
ſiſtance was given when Anarchy was once ſuc- 
- | G 2 celsfyl 
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ceſsful for a while, and it is evident by the 
Tranſactions of thoſe *Times, how unfit, and 
unable the Men I am now ſpeaking of, are 
to govern the Kingdom by their own Power, or 
Principles; nay, let us but conſider the Num- 
ber, Intereſt, Power, and Education of the pre- 
fent Royal-Family, let us beſfold the deep 
Root that our Legal Conſtitution has taken 
for many Years together, and we ſhall find 
this Scheme to be ſcandalous and falſe ; to 
be as chimerical as to make the tendereſt Eaſtern 
Plant grow in the barreneſt Part of the High- 
lands of Scotland. | 

But! no Matter. The Turn was to be ſerv d, 
nothing cou d do it but the ſuppos d Danger of 
the Church, and nothing cou'd put the Church 
in Danger, but the groundleſs Suſpicion of the 
Attempts of ſome Men, who thought they gain d 
a mighty Point in being only tolerated; and of 
a few others, who, when they had flanted with a 
little Wir and Impiery, were in no Pain whe- 
ther this or any other Scheme ſucceeded or not; 
whereas the conſtant Ourcry againſt Diſſenters, 
and the hard Struggles to diſpirit, oppreſs and 
difarm them, and every Man that cried out for 
Liberty and Proteſtanriſm, was carried on for 
a quite different Reaſon from this which was 
pretended, wiz. that they might not be able to 
aſſiſt the Whigs when the laſt Puſh ſhou'd be gi- 
ven in favour of the Pretender ; to which only 
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End every thing pointed, and was calculated; a 
Peace made * that was the Scandal and Ruin of 
of the Nation; the Army either disbanded, or 
reform'd to the Inclinations of the very Preten- 
der; the Fleet laid up; the publick Stores of 
War exhauſted ; in ſhort, every thing but Pro- 
vidence diſpos d to bring rhe Impoſtor quietly 
in upon us. When I have added one thing 
more, I will have done with this Subject; 


which is, That our preſent Pretender, and all 


our moſt immediate Lineal and Hereditary 
Princes being Papiſts, our real Danger muſk 
ever come from them and their Friends; and 
therefore whilſt common Sence is left amongſt 
Men, we ought to conclude, that the ſetting 
ſome Papiſt on our Throne, is the only De- 


ſign theſe People can entertain; and that (for 


certain) they will make uſe of Ten Thouſand 
Artifices and Falfities, and every thing elſe 
which can contribute to bring this deſirable 
Thing to pals. . : 


I At Utrecht. 
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"FW Aving taken fo much Pains to ſhew the 
"Fx Fallacy of our Enemies, and the In- 
juries they have forc'd on the great- 
eſt Part of rhe Nation, by abuſing Things o 
higheſt Excellence in their own Nature) to the 
worlt of Purpoſes, i. e. by impoſing firſt their 
own erroneous Models of a Church and State 
upon Exgliſb Subjects, as the genuine Conſti- 
tution of their Country, and then by alarming 
the Nation with the Danger of them; altho' in 
Truth theſe Syſtems had nothing that is Engliſh 
in them; and thoſe, which truly were ſo, were 
in Danger only from themſelves: I hope it 
won't now be thought unworthy of the Rea- 
der's Care and Time, to have a Specimen laid 
before him of our real Conſtitution, that he 
may the better ſee the true Nature of theſe 
Impoſtor-Principles which were deſign d to be 
put upon us in its ſtead ; and that the ill Con- 
ſequences of them may appear, which had 
been intended, and. which were, in a great 
Meaſure, brought into Practice. / 
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SECT. I. 


Our Duty to GOD aud the K xe t 


embaraſi'd and plain. 
E have of late Years been infinitely pers 


| plex d and diſturb'd by Diſputes and 
Quarrels about theſe Matters; and the Rea“ 
fon is, becauſe the only Things requir'd to 4 


right underſtanding of them, were never appli- 
ed to and made ule of, v/z. The removing Pre. 
judices, laying aſide Intereſt and Paſſion, &. 
and having recourſe ro nothing but Honefty 
and Common Senſe in the Difquiſition of them; 
for, I cannot think that the publick Tenure 


and State of Things here, are, in themſelves, ſo 
{ melancholy and unfortunate as not to be in- 
telligible, alrho' they are become the neeeſ- 
ſary Objects of our daily Conſideration and 


PRIERICE. 1 1250 

We may raiſe Doubts and Scruples, and dif 
pute _ them as long as we pleaſe, in Mat- 
ters of Faith and Religious Duty, but no- 
thing is ſurer than that the Chriſtian Road 
to Heaven and Happineſs is moſt plainly 
mark'd out to every Man of common Senſe 
and Reaſoning, and that the Embarraſſments 
and Stops which are met with, are all of our 
own creating; for, the whole Will of God con- 
cerning our Salvation, without any doubt, is 
legibly to be ſeen and met with in the written 
Word, which he has communicated to us; 
wherein, if we find our ſelves engag d, in Paſ- 


ſages 
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(56) a 
ſages ſometimes hard to be underſtood, or en- 
tirely abſtruſe and hidden from us, we can in 


Reaſon conclude nothing but that they are not 
deſign d for our particular Uſe, and that it is 


not our Duty to rack our Imagination, or tor- 


ment our Conſcience about them. 

Thus alſo in regard to the Laws, and Civil 
State of England, we may write and read till we 
are weary; honeſt Men may diſtract them- 
ſelves, and Knaves may diſtract others, with 
needleſs Quarrels and long-ſpun Arguments ; 
but tis plain that Liberty and Proteſtantiſm 
are the Foundation of our Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment ; and therefore, all that an Exgliſb- 
man has to do on this Subject is, to remember 
that he ought ro encourage and defend what- 
ever ſtrengthens and ſupports theſe two Affairs, 
and to diſcourage and deſtroy whatever tends 
to deface or aboliſh them ; notwithſtanding any 
pretended Principle, Uſage or Right to the con- 
trary. Here's the Criterion; and if we apply 
to this about Mens Ways and Actions, Hypo- 
criſy will no longer be a Defence for any of 
our various Enemies; and, plain Sence, upon 
any particular .Examination, will tell us, ſuch 
a manner of Dealing can't poſſibly favour either 
Liberty or Proteſtantiſm, and therefore this Man 
is no Friend to our Exg/iſh Conſtitution, 
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The Original of Government in general. 


O begin. The Happineſs and rational 
Liberty of Mankind being che Original 
Intention of that kind Creator who made us, 
and gave us our Being, it cannot be imagin'd 
that He deſign'd any Inſtitution to - take place 
which interfer'd with theſe Things, or infring'd 
in the leaſt on the glorious Nature and Privi- 
ledge of them; nor can there be a greater 
Wonder than rhat Men ſhould be found, who 
cou'd contrive or conſent to any Merhods of 
Life, Religious or Civil, which ungenerouſly 


| betray and give up theſe Native Bleſſings. 


Amidſt the many different Forms of Civil Go- 
vernment, as well as Religious Societies in the 
various Kingdoms of tlic Earth, thoſe of England 
juſtly challenge the neareſt Acceſſion to this ori- 
2inal rational Liberty, which God and Nature have 
moſt ſtrongly imprinted in human Minds, as their 
unalienable Property and Inheritance; which 
tho it be every Man's own, yet being na- 
turally pointed out to him as fit to be transfer- 
red in Truſt to ſome Community which ſhou d 
determine and ſettle Circumſtances relating to 
ir, and wherein this particular Right ſhou'd be 
"raged and ſeen, in a general Spirit, and pub- 

ick Oeconomy and Diſpoſition of Things, as 
the moſt certain Way to preſerve it ſecure and 
eaſy ; it is a greater Wonder ſtill, thar, where 
the ſecureſt and eaffeſt "I is ns” | 

| | I 
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diſcover d and c{tabliſh'd, Men nevertheleſs can 
there be found ſo fickle, fo deluded and wicked, 
as to embarraſs themſelves and their Neighbours 
with Attempts in Favour of any other; and 
this is notoriouſly, the Fate of injur d Exgland; 
The reſtleſs Spirit of a bigotted and infatuated 
Party lll ſtruggling to reduce, both to a Religi- 
ous and Civil Slavery, that general, original, ra- 
tional Liberty of Mankind, which is viſibly pre- 
ſery d to every particular Native of theſe Lands: 
preſerv'd in a Body of the wholſomeſt Laws, 
made by their own. Conſent; wherein (like 
Plato's Ideas) the Genius of Liberty is beheld 
abſtracted from that Portion of it, which eve- 
ry ſingle Subject poſſeſſes towards conſtituting 
the whole: and, preferv'd in the Settlement of a 
National Church on the Foundation of the Bi- 
ble of Jeſus Chriſt, that Birth-right of every in- 
dividual Believer ; notwithſtanding that the lat- 
ter is moſt wickedly engroſs'd by. a particular 
Ser of Men in the Church of Rome; and not- 
withſtanding the Diſgrace that too many Sons of 
tlie Church of England put upon their innocent 
Mother, by falſly ſtraining a great Number of 
her Doctrines to that monſtrous Height and 
unchriſtian Length, which we daily (in Appear- 
ance)declaim againſt, in Her, who is the Abomi- 
nation of all the Chriſtian Earth: Judaiſing thus 
on Chriſtianity : bringing Popery into Eng 
land. 

There is no Controverly ſo idle and cnd- 
leſs, as that about the Original of Govern 
ment. They who hold one only. fort, and 


that 
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1 TE: 
that of Divine [Appointment and Inſtitution, 
commencing ftom the Firſt Man; and who 
wou'd continue the ſame abſolute and unalie- 
nable to one Man, in one Family, an impoſſible 
and ſenſeleſs Reſvery! paramount and excluſive 
of governing in any other Way; He, to be born 
a Lord and King, and the reſt of Mankind Sub- 
jects, nay Slaves; this has been long ſince juſt- 
ly exploded with Indignation and Contempt, 
being a thing plainly falſe in Fact, and ridicu- 
lous, nay monſtrous in it ſelf; for it is as plain 
as any mathematical Propoſition, that mere 
accidental Circumſtances and Things unfore- 
ſeen, unthought on, and the different Exigen- 
cies of Time, have given Birth to the Inſtitu- 
tions of the ſeveral Kingdoms and Principali- 
ties of the Earth ; every Form whereof, no 
doubt, is as Divine as any other; Government 
in general being the Will and Deſign. of God 
and Nature, but which, amidſt an univerſal 
Fluctuation of human Affairs can't alone claim 
a ſettled and unalterable Uniformity ; no! the 
contrary has ever been in uſe. When God 
choſe, it was one Man indeed, but that Choice 
confounds our Defenders of Unlimited Power 
and Unalienable Right; for his firſt King, and 
all this King's Succeſſors were limited“ 400 
Years before that firſt was crown'd ; and their 
F perſonal Qualifications ſeem to be the only 
Reaſons of their being choſen at laſt. And as to 
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che Acquirement of the Power of Governing ig 
other Nations (beſides the Fews) I have ſhewn 
that, uncertainly and yariouſly Men procur d 
it: by Strength, by Stratagem ; nay, by mere 


Chance: and, one might add, by violent often 
$ 


and barbarous Methods. Thus in General. 


Ren UL | 
The Original of our Engliſh Government. 


48 ta thaſe- who raiſe our Engliſh Kings 


from a Seed of God's own immediate 
planting, who bring them directly down from 
Heaven, and ſurround them with unapproach- 
able Diſtance and Glory, and with unalien- 
able Right and Title, and Power unlimited; I 
wou d have theſe Men read our Engliſp Hiſto- 


ry, and they will find the Original of our par- 
ticular Government alſo to be entirely various 
and unknown, and to have been owing at firſt 
to the little ſucceſsful Skirmiſhes of petty Princes, 
till from being divided into ſeveral Kingdoms, 


(made up of ſeveral Nations) all England fell 


into the Power of one Saxon King; whoſe Suc- 
ceſſors loſt and recover d it again by Turns, till 
at length a Normay, by Strength of Arm ſettled 
it in ſuch a Divine Right, as (through ſeveral 
Variations from the Lineal Prince) obtains at 
preſent, under the happy Sanction of a mix d 


Government: the beſt of Kings (and a Prote- 


ſtant) being ſeated on the Throne. The Clergy 
and Laity (Nobles eſpecially) under the Saxon 
Goyernment were aſſembled together to _ 

| | the 
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the King on extraordinary Occaſions. The 
Conque 
Petitions and Remonſtrances were 
from the People ro the King ; eſpeci upon 
his endeavouring to eſtabliſh French Laws and 
Cuſtoms here: Bur both before and after him, 
our Princes govern'd by Methods very Parlia- 
mentary ; there were plain Contracts between 


King and People, and a Coronation-Qath was, 


ever obſerv'd ; thus, by degrees, to the Reign 
of Henry the Firſt, in whoſe Time * Parliaments. 


began to reſemble what they are now, and 


rhence to our pteſent Days, Experience of many 
kinds have almoſt taught us what it is to be 
Engliſhmen +. Woeful have been the Experi- 
ments; the Revolutions and Changes, remark- 
able; and ſtrange and various the Events; hut 
all happily ending in a Proteſtant Succeſſion, a. 
moderate Reign, and a numerous Royal Family., 
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* From the Year 1126, 10 1133. ; png? 
T Particulariy the Struggles in King Charles the Id's 
Time for the Bill of Excluſion, &c. The reſiſting King James 
the Ild, and bringing that Revolution to paſs. The Trial of 
Dr. Sachevetel, and the of poſing the late Queen's Miniſtry during. 
ber laſt 4 Years. | | 


ror certainly acted thus; in whoſe Time 
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All HigWflown Notions of a N. ing's Title and Power 
bets „ | Ow” the Pretender. e 


—＋ Will be no Secret to let the world know 
that this exalting of Unlimited Power, 
and inſiſting on Hereditary Right for our Eng-. 
liſt Kings, were the only Foundation whereon 
ou d be built a Proſpect ever to introduce the 
Pretender, and that therefore Papiſts, Nonjurors, 
and other rigid Facobites ply d this Argument 
over and over, procur d (beſides numberleſs 
Pamphlets) a Book to be written in Falio in 
Vindication of it; the Author of which moſt 
remarkably got clear of his Trial in the late 
Reign, with little or no Puniſhment, alrho' the 
Book, be ſwell d wich Treaſon againſt the whole 
Conſtitution of England ; bur thus it was, and 
into a Thouſand Shapes were theſe Arguments 
rurn'd to ſerve and obtain the grand Deſign. 
The only Wonder is, how things ſo injurious 
ro Mankind in general, and fo foreign to the 
Engliſh Conſtitution in particular; nay, utter- 
ly : deſtructive of its - Intereſt and Happineſs, 
cou'd be ſo cafily impos'd upon Engliſtmen. 
To ſpeak the Truth, theſe Opinions have 
been long in Vogue amongſt us, inſomuch that 
many ancient Suhjects of this Kingdom, re- 
nown'd both for Honeſty and Learning, have 


— — 


# Dr. Bedford, a Nonjurot. 
moſt 
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moſt Warmly (tho' unwarily) advancd the 
Truth and Legality of them; eſpecially Di- 
vines, who have made unlimited unconditional 
Obedience to our Monarchs, as neceſſary to 
Salvation, as Faith in our Saviour, and Re- 


pentance towards God. Theſe Men told us 


that the only Form of Government to be met 
with in Scriptute is Regal; that, whenever this 
Affair is mention d in thoſe holy Writings, tis 
ever in the Language of Aings; Ile Hing, &e. 
that they are call d the Led Am ares and 
that we are to obey them on Pain of Damnaxi- 
on, as that Power in being expreſſy mention d 
by St. Paul. This L have heard, and of this 
you may meet enough in Books printed on the 
Subject “. itt „ice 1 | 

But theſe Men dont conſider that this Word 
(Ning) is made uſe of in Scripture, as being tlie 
"moſt uſual Form of Government in the Faft, 
and therefore hereby are meant and ſignified all 
ſorts and Forms of Government, and Civil Poli- 
ty whatever; and it ought to be remember d, 


that if the contrary were true, they might as well 


exclude Queens as Common-wealths, c. from 
governing; for this the literal Acceptation will 
do. Bur this Afair:is fo far otherways, that in 
ancient Times Scripture mentions Ducal Go- 
vernments ; and the -Government of Cities, 
which was very uſual, (every City being a 
Kingdom of it ſelf and rhe Diſtricts abour it) 
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theſe, were more ike 2 chan 


Kingdoms of a Regal Sort: Beſides, the Fews/þ 
Form was nothing Regal till Saus Times I 
don't think what” Men * their * 7heorracy 
teaches chis Argument ; the | Fews defer d t 
ro Reign | over then, and "10 go out. and 
Abt their Battles ; and we know they wete 
govyern'd by: Judges, by Prophets, nay, a Pro- 
phereſs : [o ſenceleſs are all the antique Argu- 

built blindly on the Notion of a #7 
9 45 only 99 . deſtin d for Mankind 
by Almighty. God. Further; who will affirm 
that in early Times no other Form of Govern- 
ment prevail d; or that Kings were every whert 
abſolute 2 We are well aſſur d that long enough 


before our Saviour, Condon bea made 


their Figures in Greece, Italy, ard other Parts 
of the Earth; and, that they do ſo now, and 
that they have done ſo ſince, and at the very 
Time that he appear d, is indiſpurably true; 
o that we muſt canclade, that the Powers iu 
being which St. Paul commands us to obey, not 
only for Wrath, but Conſcience-ſake, nay, up- 
on Pain of Damnation, were not the #ingly 
Forms of Government alone, but all other Law- 
ful Rulers and Powers whatever. 

As ridiculous as the contrary is to Reaſon 
end the Nature of Things, it kept its Ground in 
England moſt ſnecelsfilly in feveral Reigns, 


and ſeldom came to be canvaſs'd or explain d 


without the Peril of the preſent Monarch. For 
which Reafon a very wiſe and proſperous 
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* Queen of Exgland, was remarkable for never 
ſuffering one Argument, concerning her Title 
to the Crown, to be brought into agitation. 
In King Charles the Firlt's' Time, the Tide 
ran in violence and madneſs on the Prince's 
Side; and he, by Advice of his Queen and Mi- 
niſters, aſſum d, and the People refus d: one 
inſiſted, t other ſtruggled, diſobey d, nay re- 
bell'd, till at laſt it ended in the moſt melan- 
choly, wicked and barbarous Murther of that 
excellent Prince; a Prince! in himſelf endow'd 
with many vertuous and valuable Qualifica- 
tions. {kan | 221 
Such à Murther as this being the Extremity 
of popular Licentiouſneſs, it ſoon turn d the 


Abhortency quite another Way, and the Power 


and Title of the King after this, grew ſo great 
Favourites by degrees, that it tempted King 
James the IId to try che Strength of the Argu- 
ment, when he ſaw it had well nigh univerſally 
obtain d. Bur he too fell a Sacrifice (tho' no 
bloody one) to another Extreme, the inviola- 
ble Sacredneſs of an unalienable Title and un- 
limited Power in the Crown. 

Now, as it is certain that God Almighty has 
tied down no one Nation on the Earth, much 
leſs all of them, to the Regal, or to any cer- 
tain Way of ruling and adminiſtring Power, our 
Countrymen have been miſtaken in this Affair, 
by imagining that Regal Power is only of Di- 
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Queer Elizabeth. 
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vine Inſtitution; and by not attending to this 
Truth, that the Regal Power is not the Supreme 
Power in theſe Kingdoms; not the Power in 
Being in England, as St. Paul expreſſes it: and 
therefore not that Power, Diſobedience to which 
(ſtrictly ſpeaking) procures Damnation. No ! 
the Supreme Power, the Legiſlature or Conſti- 
rution, call it which you pleaſe, conſiſts of the 
King and Three States of the Realm, and 
theſe are to be obey'd, as the whole Enact» 
ing Power, on Pain of Damnation ; which, 
having plac'd the Execution of all Laws in the 
Perſon of the Prince, thoſe Laws are the Rule 
and Meaſure for him to govern by, as they are 
for us to obey. 

A molt ingenious, pious, and learned“ Pre- 
late, whoſe Works ſhew him a Friend to Man- 
kind, as well as to the Religious and Civil 
Rights of his own Country, has ſo fully pro- 
ved the + Unreaſonableneſs and Madneſs of 
tying Nations down to the next immediate 
Fleir in any one Royal Family, that his Ad- 
verfarics are almoſt all come over to his Senti- 
ments in this Matter, and are ready to give up 
this 1 for Strictneſs of Succeſſion; 
and no doubt but they do it with Pleaſure and 
Surprize, to think that a Thing, ſo plain in it 
ſelf, ſhould ſo long have been kept hidden, and 
reſerved from them. For what other Reſource 


r 
2 


* Dr. Hoadly, Biſhop of Bangor. 
T Iz bis Preſervative. 


(67) 


can Men poſſibly apply to in caſe of rhe Inca- 


pacity of a Prince, who is ſo unfortunate as . 


to be born the next Heir, whilſt he is unquali- 
fied to ſuſtain the Weight and Dignity of a 
Crown; but to lay him aſide, and ſet up the 
next qualified Perſon? And what may more rea- 
ſonably be often expected, than that Incapacities, 
in one kind or other, ſhould happen to the frail 
Sons of Humane Fleſh and Blood 2 Neither a 
long Deſcent of Noble and Royal Anceſtors, 
nor the Privilege of being wrappd in early 
Purple, not any of the firſt and beſt Privileges 
of Men, when lodg'd in a Family, being able 
to ſecure the Infant from ſaddeſt Accidents, nor 


to give Security that the Touth ſhan be vi- 


cious and debas'd, the Man both barbarous 
and ſavage ; ſo little fit ro govern polite and 
civiliz'd People, as to appear too untractable 
for the rudeſt Inhabitants of a mountainous 
and waſte Country. As the Reaſoning here 
is true, ſo has Matter of Fact born Wir- 
neſs to it; for all the World knows how 
Thrones have groan'd under ſome monſtrous 
Princes, and how Subjects have tamely ſuffer'd 
thoſe crucl Things on this falſe Principle, rhe 
lighteſt Part whereof had never been their Fate, 


had they had Knowledge and Spirit enough 


to aſſert their juſt Liberty, to ſer themſelves 
and their Country free. 

It is worth Obſervation, that, beſides the u- 
ſual unfortunate Caſualties of Mankind, to 
which Engliſb Princes are ſubjet in common 
with the reſt of tlie World, and many there 
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( 68 ) 
are which unqualify 'Men for the meaneſt Of: 
fices of current and domeſtick Life, as well as 
the Burthen of a Crown, we of theſe King- 
doms are afflicted with Pretenders to our Go- 
vernment, the neceſſary Conſequenees of whoſe 
bare Opinions in Religion (abſtracted from 
every other Conſideration) unqualify them to 
make, or preſerve us an happy or quiet People, 
and this as much, nay more than all other Diſ- 
qualifications put together. They, by being 
Papiſts, being obliged to overturn our Laws, 
extirpate our Religion, deſtroy our Property, 
and deface our Liberty. I am ſure any Man 
who is obliged to do theſe Things, is not fit 
for ours, nor any other Throne whatſoever; 


but, as Papiſts, theſe Men arc bound by a re- 


ligious Oath to do this, and therefore are ut- 
terly incapable to hold the Reins of Britiſh 
Government, though otherways never ſo well 
qualified for it, by Birth, Virtue, good Under- 
ſtanding, and every thing elſe; and this is ſo 
plain and caſy, that every other Notion on this 
Subject muſt be more than unnatural, muſt be 
downright irreligious. Nay, the contrary is 
nothing elſe but political Fatality, which as 
juſtly 5 to be exploded with Indigna- 
tion, as that which unthinking Men have 
brought into Religion. It being as abſurd, 
that our kind and good God, who has imprint- 
ed on our Minds a Deſire of Regularity and 
Government, that he ſhou'd neceſſarily doom 
us (the beſt of his Earthly Creatures) to ſuffer 
all the Outrages and Slavery that a fſavage- 

minded 
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minded Man ſnhou d think fit to torture us With- 
al, if born to be our King; this Notion is as 
unworthy of the Goodneſs of God, as to ima- 
ine he has, from and to all Eternity, unavoida- 
y deſtin d Myriads of poor Souls to rhe In- 
ſults and Torments of blaſpheming and wicked 
Spirits. Sad Rights Divine! and moſt impious 
and cruel Notions of the bleſſed Nature of God! 
No! he too well knew what was in Man, ne- 
ceflarily to ſubject Numbers of chem to the mere 
Will of any One of them; ſince, under their 
preſent Frame, they are capable of becoming 
devoid of Reaſon, Juſtice, nay Humanity; and 
in length of Time to become even Papiſts. As 
theſe Things are inconceivable of God, fo are 
they contrary to all Reaſon, and the Nature of 


| Things. Men certainly are born' Lords of them- 


ſelves, and are free ro defend Life and ſuſtain ir, 
after the juſteſt and beſt Methods they are able; 
and whenever they give the Right and Title 
which they have to themſelves, up to the Power 
of another, it muſt be for no other Reaſon but 
the hopes of finding it more ſatisfactorily pre- 
ſerv d, and deriv'd to them in Societies and Aſ- 
ſociations, than before. Men therefore ſurely 
can give no more than what they naturally and 


originally found themſelves poſſeſs d of, which 


being a Deſire and Endeavour to preſerve them- 
ſelves ſafe and eaſy, not to hurt others, or be 
hurt by them; He muſt needs be miſtaken who 
fancies He gave, or cou'd give a Power to any 
Man, or Set of Men, to bind him in Chains, to 
rack or torture him at his or their Pleaſure. 


A 
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A Man muſt be inhuman to imagine it, and + 


neither underſtand himſelf, or the Relation 
that one thing has to another. But, ſuppoſing 
any one Man cou d be found willing to give 
up the Right of himſelf to another to be us d as 
barbarouſſy as he pleas d, whenever he was in 
the Humour to treat him thus; ſurely he can- 
not make ſuch a Bargain for the reſt of his Fel- 
low- Creatures. "Tis impoſſible to affirm it; 
and therefore the Argument is plain on our 
ſide, who gloriouſly oppoſe Tyrants, and Kings 
of frantick and ſavage Minds, of cruel, unjuſt, 
and bloody Tempers; in England we muſt add 
Papifts; notwithſtanding the Chicane of a few 
deluded Eugliſbmen, &c. who moſt impiouſly pre- 
tend to bring Arguments from Heaven to juſti- 
fy Slavery or Baniſhment, Poverty, and every 
thing calamitous and evil, out of Complaiſance 
and a Chimerical Notion of Obedience to Su- 
periors, unreſtrain d by any Terms or Condi- 
tions whatever: contrary to Original Contracts 
now exiſting, contrary to Magna Charta, Acts 
of Parliament, and many Uſages both before 
and in our own Times. - 44 
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(77) 
CHAP YT; 
Of RELIGION. 


ERE I to account for True Religion 

after the Manner of Mythologefts, or 

thoſe who entertain their Readers 
with the Beauties of Apologues or Fables, I 
wou'd derive its Genealogy from ſome kind 
Aon or miniſtring Spirit to the ſupreme God of 
Heaven and Earth : and from another Being 
which I wou'd call Humaneity, or the goad Ge- 
nius of Mankind, i. e. a Being made up of all 
the diſpers'd Vertues and Accompliſhments of 


human Minds : For true Religion is the only 
Medium, whereby Heaven deſcends, and is 


communicated to Earth ; and whereby the 
Powers of human Souls riſe far above the 
Boundaries of this our Globe, or the moſt 
diſtant Orbs, and reach the inviſible Throne of 
the Almighty God. I ſay, whatever might 
be produc'd by Ixvention on this Subject, we 
are aſſur'd that ſuch a Participation as this, 
whereby Things unſeen, and of the moſt per- 
fect and exalted Nature, are made the Ob- 
jects of our Underſtandings, and the Joy and 
Delight of our Hearts, beſpeaks an Original 
beyond the Power and Goodneſs of Things 
created; and is, accordingly, derivd and im- 
planred in us by the Only, One, Inviſible, Erer- 
nal God. | 


SECT. 
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Happineſs of True Religion. 


Leſſed Privilege of Mortal Men] whereby 
2% our Undcrſtandings are enlarg d, enlighten d 
and delighted, our Wills regulated and taught 
to exerciſe themſelves about Things the nobleſt 
and beſt ; and rhe Paſſions and Affections of 
our Minds prelervd from engaging in Ob- 
jets contemptible and hateful ; but allow'd 
at the ſame time to warm and indulge them- 
ſelves in trueſt, becauſe innocent Plcaſures. 
Nor are our Minds alone oblig d to Religion; 
tis the Preſervative alſo and Reſtorer of our 
Bodies and Fortunes; Health, long Life, and 
proſperous Affairs, being the infallible Reſult 

and Conſequences of it. - 
Theſe were the Beauties and Advantages of 
Religion, reaſon'd out by rhe natural Strength 
and Force of the mere Underſtandings and 
| Minds of Men: But, when reveaid Notices 
| were fuperadded and imparted unto them, e- 
| tpecially when Life and Immortality came to 
al Light through the Goſpel; then Religion made 
| 
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its brighteſt Figure, and was array d in moſt 
attractive and powerful Perſwaſions: Quiet- 
ncis of Mind, and Indolence of Body; Ap- 
petites govern'd, and Paſſions ſubdu d; Reputati- 
on and Eſteem; Benevolence and good Nature; 
Forbearance and Forgiveneſs, and every preſent 
Thing that is valuable and good, being not only 

the 
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the certain Effects of it now; but an Aſſu- 


rance being alſo added, of a Reſurrection, af- 


ter Death, to another Life of endleſs Duration 
and unſpeakable Bliſſs. 

On the contrary, were I to deſeribe Falſe Re- 
ligion the ſame Way; I would ſuppoſe it to 
be the Offspring of the Chief of wiekedeſt Spi- 
rits in Hell, in Combination with the Evil Ge- 
nius of Mankind; and ſhou'd conceive it (as 
really it is) endleſly Induſtrious in diſperſing 
Superſtitions, Enthuſiaſms, Error, Infidelity 
and Blaſphemy amongſt Men: Setting up un- 


reaſonable Principalities and Powers to direct, 


and regulate Opinion and Thinking ; and to 


F cenſure, diſtreſs, perſecute, nay murder all 
\ choſe, who wou'd not by Words, and Deeds; 


by Preaching, Printing, aſſenting to, nay 
Sweating, give into every Notion ſettled by 
ſome particular Men, | ſet apart to make Sy- 
ſtems and Rules for all the reſt of Mankind to 
think and act by; baniſhing this noble Exhor- 
ration of our Saviour's from oft the Earth : Ze 
that has Eyes to ſee, let him ſee ; and He that has 
Ears to hear, let him bear; and then accommo- 
dating Meri with Eyes, and Ears; and Under- 
ſtandings, and Hearts, and confining them to 
ſee and hear, and believe as they were taught, 
without ever conceiving chatthey ought to make 


uſe of their own Underſtandings in the Conduct 


of themſelyes: And, laſtly, Iſhou d imagine Falſe 
Religion ever furniſhing its Votaries with a 
Profuſion of Arrogance, Poſitiveneſs, Impoſition 
and Cheat, and above all, with _—— 

n- 
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67 
Uncharitableneſs, Detraction and Reproach. 
From theſe two different Views of True and 
Falſe Religion, we may fee of what Importance 
it is that the World ſhou d be woll inſtructed in the 
Principles of the formet, and that the Practice of 
thoſe Principles ſhou'd be: every where inforc d 
and obſervd : The Neceſſity is plain, tho the 
Accompliſhment of either be difficult and has 
miſcarried, as is too evident from the great 
Succeſs which its Oppoſite has met with in the 
World, not only in out own Times, bur in the 
ſevetal Periods of Ages paſt; tho I think one 
may, with ſtricteſt Juſtice, affirm, chat the World 
from hence, has felt and labour d under greater 
Evils and Wickednefs; that more Shadow 
and Dreams of Devotion, as well as Falſe 
Worſhip; have been impos d upon ir, more Ig- 
norance and Superſtition triumph d, more Cheat 
and Hypocriſy prevail'd ; and, in ſhort; more 
Batbarity, in many Kinds, committed on the 
account of Religion, ſince Popery (that moſt 
corrupt and Heterodox Part of the Chtiſtian 
Religion) has made its powerful Advances in 
Chriſtendom, than all the Remainder of the 
Earth beſides has experienc d, tho the Cruel- 
ties of many Ages paſt be added together. 
The Pretences to True Religion have been 
ſo various, and ſo wicked and notorious have 
been the Diſguiſes and Fallacies of thoſe, who 
have had the Advantage. of adminiſtring in 
the moſt perfect Religion that ever yet Al- 
mighty God (the only Object of it) reveal d to 
| | | Man- 
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Mankind ; that, in diſcourſing on this Head, 
we muſt commence, as before, from the be- 
ginning-of Things, and deduce the Nature of 
Religion and Prieſt bood, thro all the ſucceed- 


ing Tracts of Time, in order to fee thro the 


rightly of them in the Light wherein they 


very Reaſon of theſe Things, and to Judge 
and 
at this preſent Time. 4 


„Se. IE: 55 
Of Natural Religion. 


NEligion is the Worſhipping of Go D: which 

Worſhip being liable ro Variations and 
Difference; ler ir be obſery'd where it will, it 
muſt conſiſt of ſentials, and theſe, whether 
dictated by Nature, or reyeald by God, are 
not in the Power of Men to alter or diſpence 


with; and it muſt alſo be attended with Circum- 


ſtantials, which every Man, or Society of Men 
may omit or multiply, as they ſhall rhink pro- 
per or convenient. en 
In a State of Nature the Eſſentials to Religi- 
on ſeem to have been confin d to the beſt Per- 
ſuaſion every Man cou d arrive at, of the Na- 
ture and Attributes of God, from his own 
Reaſoning, Obſervation, and Compariſon of 
thefe Things, with the Sentiments of other 
Men. This, as to the Object; as to the Acts 
of Religion, Nature cou d only direct to pray 
ro God, as cvery particular Man's Heart in- 
ſtructed and taught him, 2. e. to thank him 
when he found himſelf bleſs'd with Health or 
| K 2 Riches, 
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Riches, or any other TemporatGood, as much, 
or more than was the Lot of, his Friends about 
him : or, when he ſaw that he eſcaped any 
Misfortune or Evil, either afrer an ordinary, 
or ſome extraordinary. Manner. 
Petition, Deprecation, and Thankſgiving, be- 
ing the Eſſentials of Natural Religion, the Cir- 
cumſtantials of theſe were at firſt left ro every 
Man's own Choice, viz. the Time, the Place, 
and Subſtance, or Subject of the Worſhip ; the 
particular Hiſtory of which Affairs affords 
great Variety and Delight. 
* Whilſt every Man thus was his own Prieſt, 
and either reaſon d, or carv'd out his own God, 
and made his Houſe its Temple, or what o- 
ther Place he liked better; and offer d and ſa; 
crific d, when, and what his own Thoughts ſug- 
geſted to him; queſtionleſs as Men cemented 
into Societies, and got together for Safety and 
Defence, and plac'd ſome Man, or Men at their 
Head, to act in behalf, and for the good of the 
reſt in Civil, Military, and Social Life; ſo, no 
doubt but they — imagine that thoſe ſeve- 
ral Acts of Worſhip which they ſingly paid to 
their reſpective Deities, were fit to be offer d 
up in common with the reſt of the Society ; 
that, what any one Member cou'd not pretend 
to expect, on the bare Strength of his own 
Performance, might be pe at the joint Pe- 
tition of them all; there being the ſame Rea- 
ſon (as they were a Community) for the united 
Adoration and Service of them all together, as 
there was for their reſpective Offices in private 
before. 
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before. The Difficulcy was how to arrive at 
an Uniformity and Centre of Devotion, in that 
eat Variety of Sentiments which diſtracted 
them about the Nature and Number of Gods, 
Sc. And indeed, what Nature directed Men 
to in this Caſe, and what was Fact from the 
beginning of the World, in ſeveral Kingdoms 
of it, and to Day is the ſame amongſt the 
Heathens or Pagans, is very well worth our 
Attention, and, I muſt ſay, in ſome Reſpects, 
our Imitation too, altho' we are bleſsd with 
the Privilege of Supernatural Light, and have 
thoſe ſpiritual Illuminations added to help our 
Underſtandings, which is, and was their Miſ- 

fortune not to have enjoy d. 
In this Caſe then we find, that, in every 
Kingdom or City anciently, the Government 
or Majority declar d for ſome particular Deity 
or Deities, and ſet Men apart to take Care of 
their Publick Service and Worſhip, preſcribing 
Methods both to the Eſſentials and Circum- 
ſtantials of ir: But we rarely or never find that 
any of the Natives or other Inhabitants of thar 
Kingdom or City, were forc'd or conſtrain'd to 
Worſhip after the eſtabliſp d Way, or puniſh'd 
if they did not. No ; far from this, all pri- 
vate Perſons enjdy d their private Inclinations, 
and purſued their own Ways in every Religious 
Act: not only erecting particular Images, Shrines, 
Groves, Se. but dedicating Men and Things, 
after their own Judgments, to the Uſe and 
Honour of whatever God they thought fit; nay 
further, at their general Place and Time of Pub- 
like 
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lick Meeting to Worſhip, Sacrifice, &c. every 
2 _ 24: erm a or Prayer 1 

moſt proper, to pleaſe or pacify the Deit 

We Ad 111. N 0d M 1 
And thus alſo it was, in Length of Time, 
when Schools, Colleges, and diverſity of pub- 
lick Temples came to be built; the Prieſts 
were made by the King or Government, and 
the common or extraordinary Services of theit 
Gods were anſwer' d regularly by thoſe Prieſts, 
or, as particular Orders were ſent them, They, 
for Learning, Wiſdom, or Vertue, being cho- 
ſen into that Office, out of thoſe Schools or 
Colleges, and had ſeveral Names given them 
in ſeveral Kingdoms, as Magi in Perfia, Brach- 
mans in India, &c. But then the Government 
was careleſs whether the Vorary pray d to Ju- 
piter or Apollo, or whether their Subjects ſided 
with Zeno or Epicuras ; or any other Perſon 
who ſer himſelf at the Head of a Religious Par- 
ty; if, whatever their Opinions were about 
Divinity, they were found to be equally Ro- 
mans, Perfrans, or Indians, whenever the good 
of the Common-wealth came into Conſideration; 
and we all know what wou'd. have been the 
Conſequence, had any of the Emperors of theſe 
Kingdoms, tho' back d by whole Senates, im- 
pos d Creeds, at that Time, on the People, or 
puniſh'd or baniſh'd Men, becauſe they believ'd 
not in Herculet, or were ready to die for Ari. 
Fetle s Opinions. 


Nor 


e 
Nor is this really, or ſhou d it be, one Jot, 
alter d by the Revelation of Chriſtianity ; Pe6- 


plc in evety Kingdom having a natural Right to 


heir own Sentiments ſtill; Wich Which Righ 
nothing ſhou d interfere, provided, on all pub- 
lick Occaſions, they ſhew themſelves ready 
to defend and protect their Country, and are 
Loyal and F airhfal to the Lawful Government 
thereof. Nay, this Liberty ſeems to be the 
Privilege peculiarly of the, Profeſſors of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and the very Deſign of its 
Inſtitution ; Chriſtians being commanded to 
ſearch the Scriptures, to try every Spirit, and to 
hold faſt to that which is beſt 5 ere 
And, no doubt, the Conſequences of the Bible 
plainly ſhew, that this Freedom is the Birth- 
right of every Chriſtian ; for, the different Opi- 
nions of Chriſtians, (tho they have one writ- 
ten Word to go by) are almoſt as many as the 
Sentiments of Philoſophers were about moral 
Good and Evil, and the Nature of the Gods, 
Sc. they not being able to agree at this very 
Day, neither about Church-Power and Govern- 
ment, the Uſe of a Surplice, or a Form of 
Prayer, any more than about the very Objects 
of ſome Parts of their Faith, one Man con- 
demning the main Eſſentials of another Man's 
Adoration and Practice, and one Chriſtian 
Church (and ſhe guilty of Idolatry) excom- 
municating all the reſt, as Schiſmatical, Here- 


tical, and every thing Criminal and Odi- 
ous. 


As 


— - 
— — — - 8 —— —_—_—_ . — yy —-— - — — 4 


. (8) 
As te thoſe: Men who think this Way, and 
lodge the Power of Dictating Faich and Con- 
ſcience in the Hands of a Few, call d the Church, 


z,'e: the Prieſts and Miniſters of Religion and 


holy Things, and derive the Authority of this 
ſpiritual Impoſition and Tyranny (as they do 
the Temporal one) from the beginning of the 
World, commencing from Adam, that Original 
abſolute King and Prieſt ; it muſt be roundly af- 
firmed once for all, that this is a ridiculous 
Suggeſtion in it ſelf, and is molt plainly con- 
tradicted in Scripture: tho ſo very fond of this 
Notion are its Abettors and Friends, that, moſt 


oddly, do they make Paraziſe to ſignify the 


Church, and call Adam's Expulſion from thence, 
an Excommunication; not unlike * him, who, 
writing the Hiſtory of Councils, vainly began 
the firſt of them from the Trinity, becauſe God 
ſaid, Let us make Man. 


NSA. III. | 
Religion trac d through the Old Teſtament. | 


HAT this may appear in its genuine 
Light, let us take the Bible (that only 
Guide) along with us, and we ſhall find Cain 
and Abel, and all their Poſterity acting in a 
different Method from this, till direct Reve- 


lation laid Men under particular Obligations: 


, * * . * * — 
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oF them, dub thart Hui d 588 8 25 
then), "their own Way” Pole Mer thin 
an for ny Year, dab EY Li 
read nothing any where in Moſes, 0 1 
ing Mento 175 Method th and che x ge- 
ſhip of God. And therefore ou Eontnichratbrs 
and Expoſitors may entertain themſctves, and 
perplex others as much as they pleaſe with cheſe 
Words in Genefis, in Proceſi of Time, aud may : 
hence advance, thar, uniform, Annual, montli- 
ty or weekly Devotions were then 2 
in Uſe, and what they call a Church Eſfabliſſid ; 
but ir is likely that thereis no more intended by 
theſe Words, than, that as ſoon as Cain came to 
Years of Confideration and Maturity, and ſaw 
that People and the Knowledge of Things 
faſt upon, him, he then began, to reaſdff bus 
the Nature of God; ind what he had learn d a. 
bout Religion and Worſhip, and concluded it 
proper, regularly to offer ſome part af the Fruits 
of the Earth, by Way of Religion, and as an 
Acknowledgment and Token of Gratitude ro 
| the 
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the Great and Kind Creator of him and all che 
World, and the Donor of them and.all other 
Bleſſings, And this Interpretation is ſupported, 
becauſe it is ſaid afterwards, in Seth's, Time, 
that Men began then firſt to call on the Name 
of the Tote ; and Adam did not beget him till 
he was 180, Years old; at which Time the 
Country. about Paradiſe was very well ſtock'd 
with People: From all which it is natural to 

lieve that God Almighty neither ſet Adam or 
any of his Succeſſors immediately apart by di- 
rect Appointment ta be Lineal and Hereditary 
Prieſts en in holy Things, and ro o- 
blige a Church, 7. e. the reſt of Mankind to 
Worſhip him, after the very manner preſcrib'd 
by them; nor cou d Moſes omit ſpeaking to it, 
if it had been ſo; but having endow'd them 
with Underſtandings. and intellectual Know- 
ledge, left them to Reaſon out the Nature of 
Religion, upon what Diſcoveries were made, 
as well as of Arts and Sciences, and other 
Actions of Life, till he ſhou'd think fir to im- 
part more full Revelations by the feveral 
Steps and Degrees, which, in length of Time, 
we ſee he did to one particular People in 
the World, but left the reſt of Mankind to 
uſe their own Judgment upon the whole 
Affair of Religion. . 
We find Noah, Abraham, 1ſagc, Jacob, and 
Joſeph making Offerings, and building Altars 


on extraordinary Occaſions; and read of 


Melchiſedeck, an Hcathen King and Prieſt, who 
had no Succeſſors; nor can we doubt, but that, 
Variety 
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Variety of Prieſthood, and Worſhip was now 
in uſe in the World; and queſtionleſs, whilſt the 
People of rae! were in Captivity in Egypt, they 
offer d up publick Prayers and Devotions to rhe 
God of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, and had Per- 
ſons agreed on amongſt them to perform thoſe 
Offices whenever they had Opportunity; but, 
when their Freedom was complear, and they were 
order d to inſtitute and obſerve a Ceremony 4 
remembrance of their Eſcape from Egypt, and 
the Preſervation of their Firſt- born, we find 
that every Maſter of 'a Family perform d that 
Ceremony, and kill'd the Paſſover, altho' ic 
was 'Sacramental ; nay, tho it was the very. 
Act of the inſtituting of it. Soon after, when. 


the People were to hear a Diſcourſe between 


God and Moſes, there are Prieſts mention d at 

large, long before the Ordination of Aaron, 
tho there be no previous Account of them, or 
their Separation to that Office; and when Aarox 
with his Sons Nadab and 4bihu, and 70 of the 
the Elders were to be Witneſſes at the Head of 
the People of God's talking ro Moſes a ſecond 
time, and ſending Meſſages by him to the Peo- 
ple, Toung Men of the Children of Iſrael were ſent 
to offer Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifice Peace Offer- 
ings of Oxen unto the Lord; all which Deſigna- 
tions of thefe Men to theſe Things, are very 
uncertain; and remain unexplain'd ;* but in all 
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likelihogd they were perform d by the Father, 
or rather the Firſt-born of che Families, becauſe 
the latter were by God's Command * dedicated 
unto the Lord; but might be redeemed f; and 
were afterwards ſuperſeded by God's Appoint- 
ment, the Tribe of Levi being ſet apart for 
the: Miniſtry ; and now indeed God form d a 
Lineal and Viſible Church and State of Prieſt- 
koed,. theſe Men being ſeparated from the reſt 
of their Brethren ; and this Prieſthood cou'd not 
poſſibly. fail, God haying conſecrated a whole 
Tribe to that Purpoſe, which then conſiſted of 
aboye.22000, Men. 3 
But e muſt obſerve, that whilſt the Jewiſß 
Nation Was made happy, by this Incloſure, and 
by od's,- peculiar | iſpenfation, the reſt of 
Mankind, whereoftheſe were but a ſmall Num- 
ber, Were. lelt in the ſame Way as before, to 
ſerve, God Fee their own Underſtand- 
ings. and Judgments q neither Moſes or the 
Prophets having Commiſſion to go out and Teach 
D 

Cod 's Doings being unſearchable in all Things, 
and his Ways Is finding, out; He, neither having 
given us, the Reaſons of many Things, unintel- 
ligible at preſent, nor being obliged ſo to do; 
amongſt the reſt, not haying accounted, why 
Evil and Error were permitted to diſtract and 
confound this Earth of ours; or why he did 


* 
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not reveal himſelf to all Mankind, as well as 
to the Jews ; or force the Goſpel of Chriſt af- 
terwards, or oblige it at this Day to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion, of all the Kingdoms of the Earth. Theſe 
Things being hid from us, letus have recourſe to 
what he has clearly-reycal'd,” and entertain qu 
Thoughts with thoſe Things which fall within 
the compaſs of dur inderſtanging, and are be- 
come our Duty and Care. 

Paſſing by che Fews then, and thei Qcconds 
my, which in many Things were extreme Nuglar 
ticular, and therefore died with their Kingdom 
and Common- wealth ; it cannot hut entertain 

and pleaſe us, to begin with a; Piſpenſation 
= is deſign'd to have the Ends of the Earth: 
for its Poſſeſſion, and which (notwithſtanding a 
temporary Miſcarriage in its Extenſion) Will, 


one Day, obtain enen over the Face of 
the whole Globe. | 
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Nellie io traci through the New Teſtament. 
Religion trac d through the New eſtament. 
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THEN our Saviour came to prove his 
TY | Divine Mifſion, which he did by Mira- 
eles and Wonders, by fulfilling old Propheſies, 
and eftabliſhing new ones, he choſe Twelve 
Men, and endow'd them with Supernatural 
Power to carry- on the great Work which he 
Had'begun, and having finiſh'd his own Courſe, 
left them entire Maſters of God's whole Will 
concerning the Salvation of Mankind; com- 
manding by fpeaking, but 2 by wri- 
ting, to communicate it to the World; 

ing them and a few others with the Power of 
Miracles at firſt, till Mens Underſtandings were 
convinc d, and the new Doctrine had made its 
Way in the World; and having ſeparated them 
by a ſpecial Deſignation to miniſter in holy 
Things, he commiſſion d them to ſeparate o- 


thers alſo, as they eſteem d them worthy of 


the Employment; promiſing that the Church 
ſhou'd never fail, that he woud be with it 
to the End of the World, i. e. that notwithſtand- 
ing Perſecution, Apoſtacy, and whatever Ca- 
lamities ſhou'd happen, there never ſhou'd be a 
Time whercin ſome Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
ſhou'd not be found; and that ar laſt he wou'd 
call the whole World into a Belief and Practice 
of his Goſpel. 

The 


endow- 


ener 
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The Church being thus of Divine bs 41 
ment, that is, God having appointed Mini- 
ſters to preach the Goſpel to as many as 
wou'd receive and entertain it, the whole 
Number of Believers, Miniſters and Peo 
(where-ever diſpers d) conſtitute . and make 
up this Church: and where any particular 
Chriſtians, in a Town or Kingdom, receiving 
the written Word of God, agree on ſuch or 
ſuch Forms of Diſcipline and Order in the 
Auminiſtration of chat written Word, ' theſe 
People make up what we call a particular 
Church, as of Epheſus or Rome; ' England or 
France. The Chriftian Church then nor be- 
ing confin d to the Miniſters of it alone; it 
will be worth our while at this Time of ſo 
many different Controverſies about thefe 
Things, to enquire diſtinctly what are the 
Titles and Powers, both of Chriſtian Miniſters 
and the Chriſtian Church. 5 wa 
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A Church, they ate moſt certainly of divine In; 
itution; and, fot my ſell, Tmuſt affirm it, as my 
lick that GodAlmighty iuſtituted and deſigu d 
Soperiority, and conſequently Degrees a- 
alt chem.) This is to me viſible in che ho- 
2 and Lam conſirm d init ¶ mean E. 
pilcopacy) by the Practice and 
Authority of- 1500 Mears, from our Saviolir 
downwards. Nay, I think it of Advantage 
to the Government of the: Church, and moſt 
agreeable to the Nature of Government in ge- 
neral. However, L accuſe no Man who cant 
be broug ht ro believe, as Ido, on this, or any 
other Su Subject, and deſire Leave to go on in re- 


marking, that as the Title of the Fewſh-Prieft- 


hood was Divine, ſo is that of the Chriſtian 
Clergy alſo, and therefore their Office ought 
to be held in the higheſt Veneration, and their 
Perſons becauſe of their Office. But as every 
thing admits of, Extremes, ſo does the particu- 
lar Affair before us, too many being ſo wild and 
extravagant in their Notions, as to imagine 
not only that the eſtabliſhing a Chriſtian Cler- 
gy, but that all Religion is a Political Cheat 

and Impoſition ; and others carrying the Ne- 
ceſſity of facred Offices from ſome Mens 
Hands to ſo high a Pitch, as to affirm that no 
Poſſibility of Salvation, can be had without 
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them. Since our Saviwour's Days, chis laſt, Do "Mi 
cteine has been often ſent abroad, ine be 
World, and we may e \ PENS What. Ser 4 
of Clergy they were, who perplex d Mankind 
wich the Severity of it; aiming at a# Power, 
both in Heaven and Earth: nor can I but be 
very ſorry to ſee it reviv q in our Nation, with 
ſo much Vehemence as it is, eſpecially: by, Men 
who call rhemſelves Proteſtants. 
To ſpeak out therefore as rationally as I can 
upon this Subject, I think it ought not co be 
denied, where a lawful Chriſtian Miniſtry is e- 
ſtabliſh'd and can be had, that thoſe Men are 
very guilty, who do not apply to the Offices of 
that Miniſtry for the ordinary Means of ſerv- 
ing God, and conſequently. of ſaving their 
Souls; ſuch a Miniſtry, I fay, as may be met 
with in Scripture, or, atleaſt, is not repugnant 
to any thing that is to be found, on this Sub- 
ject, in thoſe ſacred Books. And yet too many, 
of ſuch vaix Men are to be found: May Gov 
enlighten them, and bring them to a better 
Mind! | | . 
However, on the other Hand, Icant but ex- 
tremely condemn thoſe Perſons who wou d tie 
God Almighty down to particular Rules and 
Forms, - and won't ſuffer Him, in their Opini- 
on, to receive any one Man to Mercy, who 
dies without paſſing regularly through all the 
Offices of a Chriſtian Clergyman. Now, as this 
is faſtening Rules upon God, which, we are 
ſure He has not oblig'd Himſelf to obſerve, fo, 
Reaſon and Experience entirely sonfute the 
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Opinion, chat one Lineal Deſcent of Miniſters 
is not only tRceflary to Salvation, but All their 


— 
* 


Ofen ate neceſſary lilewiſe, wherher imitia- 


tory, intermediate, ot dimiſſory. If you con- 
dal Whats F kave obſervq of the Hiſtory of 


Frießloac and Miniſters in holy Things; you 


will frich cis- Way 6f-arguing all along confu- 
ted by Matrer of Fact; the fame hard Dealing! 
ſtill remains to be remoVd from all the preſent 
Heatheh World; nay, Chriſtians themſelves 
can give tio Demoriſtration that they are ſecure 
in chis Matter, it being poſſible that falſe Con- 


ſecrutitus and Orilinat ions miglit have been 


put upon the Church in the brighteſt; as well 
as darkeſt Ages of it; Excommumcated, he- 


retical, and unlawful Biſhops might have con- 


vey down the holy Mifſtien; ind many: other 
Embarrafiments, are likely ro have ſo much 
perplex d this Affair, that T am fare it is 
impoſſible ever to prove the Fruth of it. Pupiſts, 
no doubt, have ever found their Account in ad- 
vancing this Doctrine, vi. Ifallibility, Autho- 
rity and, Power: and have the face ſtill to main- 
rain the Demonſtration of an Uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of ' Miniſters from Chrift to this Day, 
notwithſtanding the Known Impoſſibility of ir, 
and the particular Schiſm (amongſt others) 
which laſted for Forty Years together in their 
own Church; when they had two or three 
Popes at a time, excommunicating one another, 
aud diſtinaly Conſecrating and exerciſing al! 
rhe ſpiritual Offices of the holy See. And I 
hope our Eng/iſh Subjects will perceive the Fal- 
2 | lacy 
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lacy and Ha of renewing this No 95 


this Time in theſe Kingdoms, Fs 9. 


a Secular End chiefly, Nx, the Etting. ie re; 


render ppb Tarn forward which, "This, 
and allorher Acts o {herb ou, Ig lc moe 
than mere! Prerences,an 
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For, ifthe Nonjur ing Gena E 5 
Clergy, (which they affir 950 he FRY 
. 
vexſal Schiſm; pri 9 4 — 
Way be found to extricate put fel) 
this horrible Misfortune, but fo ng 18, che 
right Heir to our Crown immediatel = g turn 


out the preſent Royal Family, to gegradle all 
our Biſhops, Prieſts. and Deacons, Load 
reſpective Holy Orders, to depriy 

their, Spiral Livings, and to let 12 fe / rub 
fler name and conſtitute. new Biſbops, the. Now- 
ane Prelates conſecrate, them, #9, both. to 


gether. ordain a new Miniff an 27 
till which be really done (cho Ee "the ede 


all Nonſenſe and Madneſs) they account our 
Miniſters Antiſcriptural, our Religion Hetero- 

dox, and our Laws null and of no Force. 
Theſe are the Views of theſe two Sorts of 
Men; and to ſerve theſe Views, God Almighty 
muſt be under their Direction, and excluded his 
Soveraign Mercy, and the Reaſon and Neceſſi- 
ty of Things give way to impudent and un- 
provd Aſſertions. But! God forbid, that in a 
World of ſo much Alteration and Uncertainty, 
any ſerious and religious Streſs ſhou'd be real- 
ly laid _ Things neceſſarily ſubject to Con- 
M 2 tingency 


the laſt 


_ TR 
fingehey and want of Proof; ſuch Notions are 
roo ſevere, and unworthy of a good and kind 
God, ; for, as it is not material for the pre- 
ſent, or indeed auy Generation of Men, that 
the Titles of the Miniſters of God's holy 
Word to their Orders, ſhou d be plainly and 
demopſtrably deduced from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, on Pain of loſing the Title of ones 
Claim to Heaven; it being as well that no- 
thing appears to the contrary, and that our 
ptefent Poſſeſſion, is as good, as if it were 
ſo prov d; ſo it is our Duty alſo to imagine 
that thloſe Believers in Chriſt, who die in the 
Heathen Part of the World, without the Ad- 
vantage of the Offices of the Miniſters of Chriſt; 
or who, fot abſolute want of better, appoint a 
diſcreet and godly Perſon to officiate in holy 


Things, are acceptable to God for their good 


and pious Diſpoſitions, and Intention of Mind, 
and will ſave their Souls, by this Means, at 
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S the Civil Magiſtrate's Buſineſs is partly 

eſtabliſh'd to protect Clergymen in the quiet 
Adminiſtration of their Office, and nor to di- 
rect them what Doctrines they ſhall preach, or 
what Creeds and Syſtemes of Belicf they ſhall 
make uſe of themſelves, or deliver to the 
People; as the Civil Magiſtrate is to puniſh 
Profaneneſs, Immorality and Vice where-ever 
he meets it, becauſe it is deſtructive of Hu- 
man Society, and of ill. Conſequence to eve: 
ry Government and State; but, as he is not 
to call to Queſtion any Subject for Opinions in 
Religion, or to oblige him to believe in, or 
worſhip God -after the Way that he pre- 
ſcribes; ſo are the Clergy to be cautious 
the ſame Way; they having no Power to 
dictate new Doctrines, i. e. any, not to be 
met with, and provd from the Bible; nor to 
force Men into any particular Faith, with 
regard to the old ones. 

The Goſpel is open to every Man ; and 
the Miniſters thereof are to expound and 
preach it to the People, after the honeſteſt 
and beſt Manner they can! and the People 
are to hear and examine what they declare 
unto them, without being conſtrain'd ro any 
Approbation purely by their, or any Human 
Authoriry whatever; being at liberty, by com- 

paring 
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paring thoſe Doctrines with the Word of 
God, to believe; gr disbelieve them, as they 
in their Underſtanding and SN are 
convinc d. 

Again, as to n f 7; publick Of. 
fence, the Clergy have Opportunities . 
their Power; firſt of private Reprimand and 
vice, and if that won't do; but: if either they 
or their Congregations are offended at whe 
Wickedneſs of ſome of its Members, the 
ſame Things are in their Power in a pub 
blick Way, till ar length they may deny 
them that Communion, Which is che Bleſſing 
and Privilege of all Chriſtians, and upon 
Obſtinacy, may at laſt go further, and for: 
bid them to appear in their Aſſemblies. This is 


all that Was ãn uſe in the Primitive Church; 


and ſuch Men were not reſtord without 
publick Marks of Repentance ; which Cuſtom 


tho Church! of Erg/aud in her Lirurgy very 


pioully Wiſhes were reſtord again. 

But that Clergymen have a peremptory Power, 
asfuch, even upon ungovern d, unreclaim d Ob- 
ſtinacy inia ſinful Life, or, for Mens perſiſting in 
Heretical Notions; by. Excommu nicating them, 
to conſign them to Eternal Damnation, and 
that this judicial Act by a proper Efficacy; 
gives them over to Satan in the literal Sence 
of thoſe Words; I can never aſſent to; twere 
much better, I think, to pity quch Men, and 
to pray Fab them, and then to leave them 
to God's uncovenanted Mercy, if any ſuch 
n, there be. Upon which Argument we 
| may 
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may ali conclude, that the Abſolution” of 
of a Clergyman (conſiderd as an Act of 
Office) does not by a mere abſolute Ver- 
tue of chat Act of Office abſolve che Sin- 
ner from his Sins; for it is certain, that, 
abſtracted from theſe two Acts of the Mi- 
niſtty, a fincere, believing, -repenting, and 
righteous Chriſtian will be ſav'd; and an ob- 
ſtinate, | habitual, unrepenting, unbelieving 
Chriſtian muſt meet a different Fate. And 
therefore no mortal Man living can utterly 
and finally condemn or abſolve, as tor know< 
ing rhe Hearts and Conſciences of Men. And 
this Doctrine is ſo rrue,” that at laſt it begins 
to gain Ground ina * Nation hitherto as Popi 

and fond of the Power of the Clergy, as any 
other in the World; and has the Countenance 
of one of the greateſt and moſt powerful + Pre- 
lates therein, and of Numbers of other Prelates, 
and” Thfertor Clergy beſides. 1 
This ſeems to be the plain and direct Caſe 
of every private Miniſter of our Saviour's Inſti- 
ration; by which à Chriſtian Clergyman, agree 
able to the ancient and natural Notion of Prieſi- 
bool, is to offer up the Prayers, Deprecations 
and Thankſgivings of the People to God, 
through the Mediation of Chriſt, to, preach 
the Goſpel, and adminiſter the Sacraments, 
to exhort, rebuke, inſtruct, but neither to 
impoſe Belief on any Man, or to excommu- 
mate him, for not believing what he him- 
ſelf pronounces for Orthodox and True. | 
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Now, this Miniſter, thus acting, is to 
be ſupported by the Civil Magiſtrate, af. 
ter the Rights and Cuſtoms of the Coun- 
try wherein he lives; and it is undoubt- 
edly both politick and praiſe-worthy for 


Stateſmen to diſtinguiſh the Clergy by Honours 


and Riches, &c. as they ſhall think fit; but 


then this is to be eſteem'd entirely of a ſecu- 
lar Nature, and not, in it ſelf, eſſential to Ver- 
tue and Piety, or the Intereſt of the Goſpel: 
Power, and Riches, and Grandeur, and Tem- 
poral Rewards and Puniſhments, Threats 
and Terrors being Things our Saviour never 


propos'd for the Advantage and Succeſs of his 


Doctrines: No; the Cauſe of Truth was to 


make its own Way at firſt, and to continue F,* 


its Figure and Strength afterwards by the ſole 
Dint of its native Vertues and Perſwaſions, 
without the Appendix of Force or Fraud, of 
Racks or Badges of Honour: And we accor- 
dingly ſee how little of the true Chriſtian Re- 
ligioa remains in thoſe Countries where theſe 
Things are made neceſſary to it. The Spirit 
of the Goſpel is all evaporated into every thing 
but what our Saviour and his Apoltles taught, 
and the Kingdom of Chriſt become entirely 
of this World ; the whole Procedure of the 
Pope and his Prieſts being founded on Tempo- 
ral Things, on ſecular Power, on Honour, 
and Riches and the Schemes and Methods of 
Men; and theſe (barbaroully and antichriſti- 
anly) are very oftenemploy'd to ſerve Things, 
which the Goſpel rejects and abhorrs ; thoſe 

x | e 
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| Men under the Umbrage of that, having al- 
ter'd the yery Nature of Things, decreeing 
Vertue tobe Vice; and Vice, Vertue. Norcan 
it indeed be expected otherwiſe, when ſuch a 
falſe Tour and Deviation as this 1s once 
made. No |. the laſt Extremity muſt be the 
Conſequence of. it. As a Tenure pro- 
cur'd on the Pretence of God and Religi- 
on is the moſt powerful of = other, ſo js it 
likely to do moſt Miſchief, if it be not ſin- 
cetely and conſcientiouſly apply*d ;. eſpecially 
when put into the Hands of Men of Learning 
and Skill: And, God knows, Melancholy is, 
and has been the State of thoſe Nations where 
this has been the Caſe; all their Misfortunes 
ariſing from the ſecular Doctrines and Power 
of the, Clergy, and. from their baſe. Miſap- 
plication of things which are of a real Spiri- 
kind: the Miſeries of Devaſtation, Blood, 
es. which ariſe from hence (ſince Popery eſpe- 
cially prevail'd) having caus'd more Tears 
and Affliction, more Sufferings of all Sorts, 
than all other Cauſes of publick Calamities 
put together. | 
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2 S theſe things are true of the Per- 
5 a9 ſons of particular Clergymen, fo 
1 A they are allo of collective Bodies of 
30 Fa, 256 them, whether Oecumenical, Na- 
tional, Provincial Cc. or of them 
and all the reſt of Chriſtians confider?d in one 
Body; or of them and all the particular Be- 
lievers of any one Kingdom, commonly call'd 
the Church of that Kingdom: For theſe and 
all other Aſſemblies, being made up of ſo many 
individual Men, who are in themſelves fallible, 
they muſt be fallible alſo when got together, 
and have no more Power over the Eſſentials of 
Religion then, than they had, when aſunder. 
That I may not be miſunderſtood, let us have 
recourſe to what was laid down at firſt about 
Religion in general; That it conſiſts of Eſſen- 
tials and Circumſtantials, the former of which 
are not in the Power of any Man or Society 
of Men to alter and vary; the latter are; and 
therefore as no ſingle Miniſter has the Power 
of dictating to his Congregation any thing not 
contain'd in Scripture, as Matter of Faith and 
Practice, abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, or 
of impoling his own Interpretation of any Do- 
Ctrine that is contain'd in thoſe Holy Writings, 
as 
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as only orthodox and true, and neceſſary to b& 
believ'd as he repreſents it; ſo neither has the 
Church either of theſe Powers, whatever ſenſe 


you take the Word Church in: For Chriſt our 
Saviour is the only Head of that Church, is 


her only Guide and Governour ; he himſelf 


reveal all that he thought neceſſary to Man's 
Salvation. And this Revelation he has com- 
municated to all Mankind alike ; about ſome 
things contain'd wherein, it muſt be con- 
teſs'd there did amongſt the Apoſtles at the 
time of the Delivery of it, and ever ſince, has 
appear'd Hard-ſayings ; but then He, the Author 
of it, never thought fit by himſelf or any o- 
ther Perſon, whether Angel or Man, to end. 
theſe Diſputes, and make them demonſtrable 
and plain toevery Man the ſame Way, by any 
additional Revelations or Explication of all or 


any Part, or meaning of any Part of what he 


at firſt deliver'd : And therefore nothing can 
be truer, than that every Chriſtian muſt by 
all imaginable Means, ſtudy and make him- 
felt Maſter of the Meaning of that only Re- 
velation, by Diligence in reading that written 
Word, (there being no other) by comparing 
one Part of it with another, and by examining 
and comparing what other People think of any 
Part of it, which diſturbs and perplexes him, 
and then he is at Liberty to form the beſt Judg- 
ment about it that he can. But ſince no Man 
or any Society of Men, can now pretend to 
Inſpiration, or infallible Interpretation, there- 
tore no one Man's or Mens Opinion can be 
e | defi. 
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definitive, concluſive, and obligatory upon a- 
nother. There can be no ſuch thing as a Ca. 
tholick Church, which, as ſuch, can determine 
for Chriſtians, That Church conſiſting of eve- 
ry individual Chriſtian, who, in this Caſe, 
are all upon a Level; Chriſt alone being their 
Common-Prophet, Interpreter and Guide; 
every one of whom are to work out their own 
Salvation by help of the Bible, and therefore 
they will not be abſolutely directed by one 
another ; not a Layman, implicitly, by a Cler- 
gyman; nor the Clergyman by the Layman, 
nor any particular Church by another particu- 
far Church, all particular Churches difering 
widely one from another. Upon which Foun- 
dation, we may now more intelligibly and 
methodically treat of the Title and Power of 
the'Thurch . 
As to the Title of the Holy Catholick 
Church, it is certainly of divine Inſtitution, 
God having appointed Minitters to preach his 
Word, and having ſeparated Believers from 
the Infidel World, a Number of whom ſhall 
never fail to conſtitute that Church as long as 
the Sun endures, But the Title of parti- 
cular Churches is not Divine, as ſuch; 5. e. it 
15 not of immediate divine Inſtitution, that in 
the ſeveral Kingdoms of the Chriſtian World, 
the Governours of thoſe Kingdoms ſhould give 
ſufficient Authority and Power to the whole 
Clergy thereof, or to any Part of them, to 
enact Particular Articles of Belief, whether 
out of the Bible, Tradition, or elſewhers; 
| 55 which 
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which Articles ſhall be the very Creed that 
muſt ſave the Souls of all the People of that 
Kingdom, and be the Regulation of their pub- 
lick Worſhip, and of the conſtant Practice of 
their Lives: I fay, ſuch Acts of Clergymen, 
or Authority or States deliver'd to them to 
this end, are far from being of divine Appoint- 
ment; and therefore the Creeds, Cannons, &. 
decreed by them, are far from being finally 
obligatory upon any one Chriſtian Man in any 
Kingdom of the Earth; although it be highly 
commendable and neceſſary, that in every 
Kingdom ſuch like things ſhould be inſtituted 
and ordain'd, after the moſt ſcriptural, order- 
ly and decent Manner, for the furtherance of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and Edification of Church- 
Members, &c. The Power therefore of a 
particular Church extends not to the Eſſen- 
rials in Religion ; theſe belong only to Chriſt 
its Head; z. e. ſuch a Church cannot anul 
any old or eſtabliſh any new Doctrines, ne- 
ceſſary to guide Mens Conſciences, in order 
to eternal Salvation; nor to determine Au- 
thoritatively for the Judgments of its Mem- 
bers, concerning either the Nature or the 
Number of theſe Doctrines, nor ought it to be 
inveſted with temporal Strength, either by 
way of Coercion or Rewards, to force or en- 
tice Men into the Belief or Reception of them. 
As Jama Friend to Epiſcopacy in the Holy 
Catholick Church, and viſh that Order eſta- 
bliſh'd throughout all the Chriſtian World, fo 
am I a Friend alſo to national Churches; it 
1 being 
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being a thing of too looſe and careleſs a' Na- 
ture, and which would produce greater Dif. 
ferences and Diſorders than now are to be met 
with, nay, it would end in Irreligion or A- 
theiſm, to leave the Catholick Church entire. 
ly at large, and let every Biſhop in his own 
Dioceſs, or every Miniſter in his own Pariſh, 
ſet up Directories, and make Articles and Ca- 
nons for others, on pain of Damnation, to en- 
tertain and obſerve : Which ſhews the Folly 
of Independency and the Wiſdom and near 
Acceſſion to Epiſcopal Government in the 
Presbyterian Churches abroad : For which 
Reaſon, as the Subjects of every Kingdom, 
ſhould be very tender and cautious how they 
divide from, and what Exceptions they make 
againſt a national Church, becauſe it is im- 
poſſible that any human Inſtitution ſhou'd, in 
it felf, be contriv'd unexceptionable and per- 
fect; and that it is impoſlible alſo to pleafe 
the particular Underſtandings or Humours of 
every Subject in a Kingdom, and that it is a 


Thouſand times more reaſonable and pleaſing 


to God, that particular Men ſhould bear with 
many things, and conform to em for Peace 
and Quietneſs ſake, (becauſe Time and Op- 
portunity might bring theſe things into a 
Poſture more agreeable to their Sentiments) 
rather than diſtract and tear a whole Nation 
to pieces by Diviſions and Sub diviſions, taking 
away that mutual Love and Charity, which 
is the Beauty and Safery of a Nation, and ex- 
poling it both to civil and forreign n 
. f an 
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and War; as I By the particular Subjects of 
a. Kingdom (and Members therefore of a na- 
tional Church) ſhduld give way to the Publick, 
and yield many things for Peace and Quietneſs 
fake, which they could wiſh were otherways 
ppointed, provided that the Church of thar 
ingdom requir'd no unlawful Terms of Com- 
munion, nor eftabliſh'd any Doctrine not to 
be found in God's 904 Word, or which is di- 
rectly contrary to the ſame, or the natural No- 
tions of God and Religion which every Man 
has that is born in this World; and as a pru- 
dent and good Man, wou'd either chooſe a 
Kingdom to live in where Church Doctrines 
and Diſcipline were eſtabliſh'd,. which moſt 
agreed to his own Notions of theſe things, or 
if his Affairs will not permit him to do this, 
would live quietly in the Kingdom where his 
Lott is fall'n, and get the beſt Toleration he 
cou'd from the Government, for worſhiping 
God after his own Way, without entertaining 
clandeſtine Deſigns, or railing publick Com- 
motions and Rebellions, to pull down the eſta- 
bliſh'd Form of Church Government, and ſet 
up his own in the room of it; ſo neither 
ought the Government - of that. Kingdom or 
Church to diſtreſs or perſecute, puniſh or 
threaten, thoſe who diſſent, or who, in a 
Chriſtian Manner, call for Amendment and 
Reformation in what they think amiſs, 
The Matter of Fact in Popiſh Countrys, 


ſhews how reaſonable theſe things are; 


and it is evident, we never ſhould have been 
reform'd 
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reform'd from Rome, nor never ſhall reform, 
Whatever is ſtill wanting to bring us to Per- 
fection, if theſe Doctrines be not true, and 
put well into Practice. . 
Ap now that great Degree of their Un- 
charitableneſs appears, who (thro? Inattention 
and Ignorance I hope) excommunicate their 
Fellow. Subjects, and ſo account ?em to be 
(Soul and Body) in a State of Perdition, 
reviling them for Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, 
becauſe they diſſent from that Church whereof 
theſe profeſ9d themſelves Members; and 
much more uncharitable muſt we eſteem theſe 
Perſons, who go farther, and unchurch whole 
Nations, becauſe they differ from their own 
natural Church in Opinions of Religion; not 
allowing ſome of them the very Names of 
Chriſtians, for want of that Order, which it 
is known to have been impoſhble for them to- 
procure at the Time that they reformed. But 
tis to be-hoped, that God Almighty will have 
regard to the Neceſſity of Things; and I 
hope alſo, there are but few Proteſtants who 
will affirm, that thoſe Churches had better 
continued Popiſh and Idolatfous, than not 
reform without Biſhops, or begin a Church 
with Presbyters, ſince the Popiſh and Idola- 
trous Biſhops would not reform along with 
them. It is my good Fortune, I thank God, 
that I am perfectly well affected to the 
Church of England as by Law eſtabliſnh'd; a 
were it not for the Strength of Education and 
Prejudice, I doubt not but our PRO 

iſlen- 
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Diſſenters would all conform: I am ſure 1 
think them wrong for not ſo doing; and be- 
lieve alſo, that the too much Heat and Fury 
of many Conformiſts, prevents the frequency 
of this good and peaceable Undertaking. But 
Lam far from conceiving that our eſtabliſh'd 
orms are all entirely perfect, and want no 
new Inſpection; nay, I really think 175 
otherways; and, as ſome Amendments ave 
been made, and others are prepared, ſo, | 
pray God, ſoon to bring all the Clergy, an 
every other Subject of theſe Realms to that 
even Temper, to that Candour, good Senſe 
and good Nature, which is requir'd to the com- 
mencing, as well as the carrying on of ſo neceſ- 
ſary and pious a Work; in che mean Time, not 
thinking that Man to be a Schiſmatick who ne- 
ver was of our Church; or, whoever lea ves it, 
when convinc'd in Conſcience he ought ſo to do; 
and I heartily abhor all Denunciations and Ex- 
communications againſt them, for ſo doing. 
Io ſet this Affair ina clear Light, let us ſup- 
poſe the Chriſtian Church not to beeſtabliſh'd, 
as yet, under the Protection of any Civil Go- 
vernment, nor endow'd with Power, Authori- 
ty,,c. from the Laws of any Kingdom (which 
is the Caſe from our Saviour's to Conſtantine's 
Time) but that the Miniſters of Chriſt in ſeve- 
ral Towns and Countrys get as many Believers 
together as they can, and convert as many 
Unbelievers as they are able, the Biſhops or- 
daining Minitters, &c. and performing their 
Offices to the ſevetal Congregations as there is 
8 O Occa- 


(106). 
Occaſion for them, and the Miniſters preach- 


ing the Goſpel in the beſt Manner, and neareſt | 


our. Saviour's Intention that lies in their Pow- 


er: adminiſtring the Sacraments, reading a 


Liturgy, viſiting the Sick, cc. The Queſtion 
is, how the Caſe would ſtand in reſpect to He- 
reſy and Schiſm, ſuppoſing ſuch Differences 
in Opinion amongſt them, as at preſent are ſaid 
to deſerve thoſe Names: Ican ſee no more than 
that every particular Congregation wherein 
ſuch a Member: is, ſhould bear with him, and 
inſtruct him, and repeat their Admonitions, 
and pray to God to enlighten his Underſtand- 
ing; and in caſe they could not convert him 
in point of Error, and he declares his Judg- 
ment and Conſcience, after enquiry, unal- 
ter'd and unconvinc'd, I think it very wrong 
to proceed in a judicial Way, and to excom- 
municate him from Chriſt's Church, or deny 
him acceſs to hear the Goſpel preach'd in that 
particular Congregation; for this is retaining 
his Sins in a literal Senſe, by puting it out of 
his Power to be touch'd at publick Sermons. 
or Diſcourſes, or to have the Benefit of the 
Prayers of the Congregation. 

'hus as to Error, = I have fully ſpoken to 
the Power of a private Miniſter, in his Aſſem- 
bly about Immorality, Profaneſs, ec. But 
then ſuch a Miniſter ought and has Power to 
deny Men the Communion, for Erroneous 
Opinions of a notorious Sort, and to forbid 
em to appear in their Congregations, becauſe 


of the Offences they give. And this may ſerve 


to 
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to let you know what Power a particular 
Church has in caſe of other Churches, whom! 
ſhe accounts Heretical, Schiſmatical, or Er- 
ronious : Such a one may by Letter, Writing, 
or by commiſſioning able Perſons to meet, and 
treat about their Differences, endeavour to 
reconcile them into a Unity of thinking and 
acting with her, and exhort them to embrace 
the ſame Faith and Diſcipline with her; but 
if they won't do this, but, on the contrary, ful- 
minate and excommunicate one another, they 
might judge what they pleas'd of the Power of 
their own Keys; but I doubt not but God would 
have much more Mercy on them all, than 
they ſhew to each other, provided pure Judg- 
ment and Conſcience directed them to their 
| Differences, and nothing elſe. Fs 
And in this Caſe, I ſhou'd imagine, that 
where the Goſpel is undiſtinguiſh'dly preach'd 
in many Towns and Countries (which is the 
Catholick Church) where a particular Church 
or Churches begin to differ about Worſhip and 
Diſcipline not only, but about Articles of Faith 
alſo, and that any offe of them arrogantly aſ- 
ſumes all the Catholiciſm and Truth, i. e. In- 
fallibility to her ſelf alone, without the Power 
of Miracles to prove it, or a ſpecial Commiſ- 
ſion from Jeſus Chriſt, the Head of the whole 
Church, and that ſhe excommunicates and 
damns all other Churches and Perſons, who 
believe not, and do nd communicate with her 
alone; I fay, I ſhould ſuppoſe her to be the 
Schiſmatical and Heretical Church, as having 

O 2 ſepa· 
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ſeparated herſelf from the Carholick Church, 
by: denying Communion to any other, and 
communicating with no other particular 
Church. The Unity of Faith and Diſcipline 
is to be preſerv'd, as well as it can, through 
all particular Churches, to make up the Ca- 
thotick” Church; and I cannot account any 
fingle Chriſtian, or any Church of Chriſtians, 
to be Heretical or Schiſmatical, in: reſpect of 
the Catholick Church, who, to the beſt of 
his or their Knowledge and Conſcience, be. 
lieve and practice, the neareſt they can, to 
dur Saviour's Intention, taking the Scriptures 
for cheir only Guide. I ſhould much rather 
eſteem that ſuch, on the other hand, which 
aſſumingly ſets up for herſelf, as the only Or- 
thodox and Chriſtian Church in the World, 
and which upon this Arrogance, excommuni- 
cates all others who differ from her. 
If any Man fays, that, at this Rate I deſtroy 

the Nature of Hereſy and Schiſm, and leave 
no Man under the Guilt of Error, but level 
Mankind whether they be true Believers, 
of whercher they be not; truly I anſwer, that 
where Men examine the Doctrines of Chriſt, 
and cat afterwards believe them according to 
che Manner which fome Men call Orthodoxy, 
their Conſciences bearing them witneſs, and 
ther Underſtandings nor being convinc'd that 
way, God Almighty will certainly pardon and 
mArg ve them: And then I can't fee how any 
Man, or Society of Men will forgive them— 
hy [es © : | " vs fe. ſelves, 
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ſelves, for having,” excommunicated or con- 


.. 


} demn'd them for, that Belief; N 9013 22 J 56 
r There is certainly known to God, ſo, much 
2 Chriſtian, as wel as moral Truth, exiſting} - 
1 in the World, and ſince there are ſo many 
various Opinions ahout many Parts of it; God 
V Who knows them all, and ſees into the Hearts 
2 and Minds of every rational Creature, will 
f judge and determine at the laſt Day, accord 
f ing to the Sincerity of Mens Thoughts and 
. Conſciences; and, where they err from any 
0 part of ſcriptural Truth, - becauſe they had not 
$ Capacity or Opportunity of being better in- 
r form'd, he moſt certainly will pardon them 
1 at that time, and pity them in the mean 
4 While. inn 1 3 ry; 
„ here is nothing more true than the Iano- 


- cency of ſome Error, and: the favgurable: Con- 
| ſtruction that both God and Man ought to 
y put upon invincible Ignorance ; the State of 
e which Caſe, after Volumes written upon the 
J Subject by our School-Divines, can amount to 
1 no more than this, that the Condition, in the 
t firſt place, of thoſe unhappy Perſons, is plainly 
, declar'd in Scripture, Who find againſt the 
0 Holy Ghoſt; i. e. whom neither Chriſt him. 
5 ſelf, nor his Apoſtles cou'd convince, nor any 
d other Perſon, who, for a time, had the Power 
t of Miracles, and actually did go out and teach 
d all Nations: But their Children and Succeſ- 
Y 
1 


fors, who feel nothing of the Advantage of 
their Predeceſſors, and for Hundreds of Years 
Sy together, have been bred up in Turciſm and 
| TEE Heath 
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Heatheniſm; theſe Men ſure cannot meet the 
ſame Fate; the Apoſtle having ſaid, even he, 
who was peculiarly ſent to the Gentiles, thar 

who have no Law, are a Law to them- 
felves: All the Buſineſs is, that we Chriſtians 
have Demonſtration for our Priviledges and 


Salvation under the Goſpel ; and we are aſſur'd 


theſe may be particularly glorious and advan- 
tageous to'us, both here and hereafter, if we 
pleaſe. But let us not put bounds tothe Good- 
neſs of God, and deny others all Manner of 
Salvation, becauſe we are ſure of the hap- 
pay and moſt glorious fort of it: The Chri- 

ian World is hardly a tenth part of our whole 
Globe, ſo that we have a great deal of Room 


for Charity ; only this we know, for the Ho- . 


aour of our Chriſtian Saviour, that whoever 
is in any Method to be ſav'd, ſhall be ſav'd 
only through him, whether Jem, Heat hen or 
Chriſtian ; this being an Action worthy. of the 
Son of God, and capable only of his Per- 
formance ; for, undoubtedly there is no other 
Name hy under Heaven, whereby Men can 
ſav'd. 

Ve be Caſe is the ſame alſo of invincible Ig: 
norance, within the Pale of the Chriſtian 
Church; the particular Churches whereot, 
may go on to cenſure, anathematize, and ex- 
communicate one another (and they — 
their own Members) as long and as faſt as 
they pleaſe; but it is certain, that where ei- 
ther Societies or ſingle Men, act according to 
their Conſciences, and the beſt a 

they 
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they ean have, and the beſt Judgment they can 5 
make, God will be. gracious unto them, let 
their Neighbours be never ſo uncharitable and 
ſevere.” I'll explain this by one of the highah 
Inſtances that can be, and of is the Idolatry 


practis'd by the Generality of the Church of 
Rome: As for thoſe, who, for worldly Ends ins 
troduc'd it, Tranſubſtantiation particularly, 
whereby the Prieſt is all- powerful, as tha 
Church which decrees it, pretends to be infal- 
lible ; I leave ſuch Perſons to God Almighty, 
as I do all others who have Opportunities of 
being inform'd. of the Sinfulneſs of it, and 
neglect thoſe Opportunities; or who have been 
inform'd, and refuſe the Truth; or, who, out 
of temporal Ends, {till continue in the Practice 
of the Idolatry of that Church, tho their | 
Hearts often reproach and accuſe them for fo | 
doing, (if ſuch as theſe, I ſay, there be, I | 
leave them to God Almighty for his Pardon, | 
and Mercy ; but I cannot but hope that My- 
riads of Souls in that Church, may plead in- | 
vincible Ignorance, they not being able toknow | 
that they are idolatrous (in worſhiping the. 
Ao, Saints, Angels, and Relicks &c.) by being 
denied the Bible, and being educated to a Be- 
„lief in their Church, and pariſh Prieſt alone. 
If what I have faid be true of the Power of 
particular Churches in primitive Times, in 
reſpe&t of one another, (for I cannot ſuffer 
theſe Arguings to go off into nothing, by uſing, 
the Word Church in a general Way) zz. that 
they had no Power to impoſe Doctrines, or ex- 


plain 
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plain them Authoritatively and abſolutely, ei- 
ther to one another, or to their particular and 
. Members; or to excommunicate 
each other, or their Members, if they did 
not receive, and entertain them ſo receiv'd; 
becauſe I cannot but think, that the Com- 
miſſion of remitting and retaining Sins, was 
confin d to the Apoſtles, and ſome few others, 
during the Power of Miracles; becauſe I am 
ſure, that many Sins (of Practice as well as Be- 
lief) retain'd ſince their Days, will not be 
retain d at the Day of Judgment, and many 
more Sins remitted ſince that time, will be 
retain'd at the Day of Judgment; ſo JI am 
perſwaded that the Countenance which the 
Magiſtrate, has, ſince Conſtantine's time, gi: 
ven to particular Churches, alters not the 
Matter, theſe Powers not being the ſame in 
every Kingdom, and it being impoſſible that 
any ſecular Power can add a religious Power 
of admitting or excluding Members into a ſa- 
cred Society, of condemning or abſolving 
thoſe Members, of abſolute Interpretation of 
old Commands, or of making new Commands 
for them, if they, excluſive of that fecular 
Authority, had no Power to do thefe things 
of themſelves; for the Civil Magiſtrate has 
nothing to do with them; Chriſt is fole La w- 
3 in the Church, and fole Interpreter of 

is own Laws, every Man's own Conſcience 
either excuſing or accuſing him, both as to 
Belief and Practice; and it is impoſſible that 
any one ſhould, in thefe Cafes of Confcience 


between Chriſt and him, believe, think, 7 
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act for another; the Capacity of men's Undet- | 


ſtandings, and all Grounds of Perſwaſion being 


very different amongſt Chriſtians, as well as 


other Men. 


So that when a Church, in a Chriſtian State, 
ſays, on particular Occaſions, let ſuch a Man, 


for ſuch a thing be, ipſo facto, excommunicate; 


if that Excommunication regards thoſe things 


alone,which the State might'as well take notice 


of, ſuch as Immorality, Subſtraction of Tythes, 
&c. a Man ſhould be cautious, becauſe a temporal 
Puniſhment follows it; but if it were an A 
of the Church- ſort purely, and grounded on 
what that Church might call Error, Schiſm, 


Hereſy and the like, which in my Conſcience 


T could not account ſo; I ſhould be ſorry in- 


deed to offend a Society of Men, but ſhould 
pray to and refer my ſelf to God, who knows 


my Heart, to be forgiven and extricated, and 


ſhould be in no Pain of being damn'd by him 
at laſt, «tho? I ſhouw'd go to the Grave without 
removing ſuch an Excommunication : For it is 


no Sin 1n me, nor wou'd God puniſh me for it, 


to dye under an Excommunication for Hereſy, 
Schiſm, Oc. if I, in my heart, didn't nor coudn't 
think that to be an Hereſy or Schiſm, for which 


TI was excommunicated ; no, tho' I ſhould miſ- 


take: If T had examin'd, and after conſidering 


the Affair had determin'd for the Opinion in 


which Idied: But, if to remove the Terror of 


. that Excommunication, I ſhould declare that 


Opinion, which others call Error, Schiſm, &c. to be 
a Sin alſo, becauſe the Church or my Pariſh - 
5 P niſter 
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ie niſter faid it was a Sin, tho? I were not ſo con- 
vinc'd in my Mind, then indeed I die in a Sin, 
a much greater than the Church or Prieſt ima- | 
gin'd before, and I ſhou'd eee ſuffer 
for it. The Jews, no doubt, who (in the Goſ- 
pel) put the Perſon out of their Synagogue, 
thought him ſufficiently excommumicated and 
liable to all the heavieſt Puniſhmeats of that 
Excommunication ; for, they were then a 
Church, and did this judicially and upon ſuffi- 
cient Grounds to them, but, a Greater than they, 
we know, took him to Salvation, notwithſtand- 
ing their Rigour and Severity, againſt him ; 
and, betore this Accident, we find Jeremiah re- 
leas'd by the "Temporal Power, when the Spi- 
ritual had paſs'd an Excommunication upon 
him: ſo that not only a ſingle Man but So- 
cieties may have erroneous Conſciences ; and 
as they ought not to fulminate one againſt ano- 
ther, ſo neither ought they againſt private 


Men for bare difference in Opinion. 
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0 Conclude: Were any Lyman, (the 

pooreſt Peaſant for Inſtance) preſſing 
me for a thorough Sketch of Inſtructions in 
the Matters before us, I ſhould firſt hid him 
conſtantly attend to the Reading of the Holy 
Sctiptures, both in publick and private. 1 
{hould then adviſe him, to reconcile himſelf 
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Nas, 
to a Belief of all the Articles of the Apoſiles 
Creed; without entring into the many parti- 
cular Arguments and Diſputes, Which ſpecu- 
lative Men have rais'd about them: And to 
a ſuitable Practice of them, of the Jen Com- 
mandments, and our Saviour's Sermon on the 
Mount. I would aſſure him, that theſe 


Things are neceſſary to Salvation; and, that 


little Learning, and not. much Labour of the 
Underſtanding, were requir'd to quality him 
to become Maſter of them, by a due Applica» 


tion for the Help of the Holy Spirit of God. 


But if he would go farther, and deſire me, 
as a Clergyman, to be his Interpreter and 
Guide in Things of a diſputed and intricate 


Nature, I would fairly tell him, That truly 


I-contented my ſelf, in order to pleaſe my 
God now, and to enjoy him hereaiter, with 
obſerving the Rules which I had given him; 
and would freely own, that there are many 
Things in Scripture which I did not thoroughly 
comprehend, and which are reſerv'd to be 
diſcover'd in Times to come. 

I would then tell him, That, whatever 


: Opinions I ſhould deliver, I could in no ways 


authoritatively impoſe them upon him, as only 


true: And that no carchly Power whatever 


could doit, whether Church- Power, or any other: 
But, that for theſe, and the whole Conduct 
of his Life, in regard to eternal Salvation, 


| he muſt approve himſelf tO his om Under- 


ſtanding and Conſcience ; for, by theſe alone 
God would judge him at the lait Great os 
In this Caſe, I would ſhew him ſome Diffe- 
2 | Fences 


+ e Churches of Erglard and 


Parning againſt all impo- 
rms Churches whatever ; and would 


C N 


and Decrees equal with, nay ſu- 
en, Word of God, and for 


WE wdamaing Men fornct believing in Her and them: 


wither {knew no Church, or Church Miniſter, 
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viour's Body and Blood; and, if he would 
preſs me to it, would, upon examining into 
his Sincerity, read an Abſolution to him, ſince 
preſcribed, in ſuch a Caſe, by the Church of 
England: But I would alſo tell him, That 
the Benefit of that Abſolution dependedentirely 
on himſelf, not on me: That I had no Power 
to forgive Sins; but that, if his Heart was 
upright, and he had approv'd himſelf to God, 
he would be forgiven, whether I read this 
Abſolution to him, or not: For I accounted 
my felt no more than an Aſiſtant; and there- 


* fore very far from being either the Author, 
1 or Diſpenſer of his Salvation. 
5 | When 


When 1 had gone 
much enla 


lb hi adviſe 


does. I would Thew tlie Faw rh 5 Ko | 
Obligation of communicating ww Fe Oct A 5 
of England ; would exhort nin te attend Her 2 8 
publick Worſhip, and to apply to al rhe: TS Den . 
ſonable Functions of her Ce But Try, & EEE 
could ſay this only in a friendly Wax; 
neither I, nor could hs 5 Church E 
denounes againſt him, for not ſo doing „ 
I ſhould add likewiſe, That 1 wih __ EIN 

Legiſſature would think of ſome other Proof | - ; 
of Mew s Loyalty and Affection to His Majeſt 
and His Government, than the Receiving the 
Sacrament of our Saviour's moſt bleſſed Body + 
and Blood; becauſe this, not only is not a real 
Proof of it, (their greateſt Enemies taking it 
everyDay) bur, that I reckon'd it Sacrilepe, i. e. 
a Stealing of the conſecrated Elements; ; Things! 

of an holy and ſeparate Nature; Things! f 
which — the higheſt Act of Worſhip 
the Chriſtian Church, and applying them gs 

nently to a civil and profane Uſe alone: Nor 
could I forbear ſhewing the uſual impious 
Conſequence of this; its being deſecrated by 
the molt unworthy of participations: So un- 
worthy! That the Nation may expect to be 
viſited on the Account f Nor would 1 
fail to anſwer thoſe who fy the Thing is 
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cefſayy,' and that the Perſons 
concern'd muſt look to theſe Conſequences ; 


by deelaring,” That this is no Vindication. of 
its. nee OTHER WATS AND MEANS 
of proving our Fidelity to the Government 


may be found out; by which Means theſe 


Horrid Conſequences might be prevented : 


For this particular Act is ſo ſolemnly ſet 


apart by our Saviour for religious Uſe alone, 


and is ſo guarded by requiſite Preparation, and 
by ſevere Denuntiations againſt thoſe who 
don't make uſe of this Preparation, that I will 


not expreſs what I think of overlooking this 


Conſideration, and of forcing Men either to 
ſtarve, and not ſerve their Country, or elſe to 
go againſt their Conſcience, and trample on 
their Saviour, to {hew their Loyalty to their 
King. 

I would conclude all, by ſhewing him the 
Fallacy of the Cry of The Danger of the Church, 
and the real Deſign of thoſe who lately work*d 


up the Power and Title of the Crown and Clerg) 


to the higheſt Pitch; particularly I would 
explain their Aim in Urchurching Proteſtant 
Churches Abroad, and raiſing Terrors from 
the Power, Cc. of Diſſenters at Home; tel- 


ling him, when the Sacramental Teſt was paſt, 


how: a certain Advocate for it own'd, 
that but about a Dozen of Juſtices of the Peace 
were diplac'd ; and that the laſt + Author on 
this Subject ſays, in 1676, the Diſſenters 

| (Papiſts 
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* Dr. Swift. Dr. Sherlock. 
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the Province of Canterbury ee 
mit, that the Bulk of Fan e is. 
in London, and that here there ag not one ig 
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mote Parts of the Kingdom: So that People 


may Harangue, and diſturb themfelves, a 
terrifie* others, as much as they pleaſe, wit 
old Stories, and new. Fears: But, the "Truth, 
is, this Spirit is abated, and goes on to abatey; 

and will abate; the little Exceptions which 
were once made formidable, being worn out, 
and there being not one thing peculiarly. 
great or good, attractive or powerful in the 
diſſenting Scheme, beyond what the eſta- 
bliſh'd Church can boaſt of; nay the Prefe- 
rence being on the Church's Side: I wou'd 


tell him, in Addition to the Decay of this 


— 


Spirit, that no forreign Power can invade us 


in Defence of it: But, that Jacobitiſin ſo en- 


creaſes, that their Congregations now, on Sab- 
bath Days, are thrice more in Number than 
before the Rebellion; and that treble the 
Number of Souls appear at thoſe Congrega- 
tions; promiſing, on the ſmalleſt Apprehen- 
ſion of Danger, to be the Firſt who ſhou'd 
cry aloud, and warn my Countrymen, againſt 
Proteſtant Diſſenters: But, that I ſhould be 
laugh'd at to do it now, ſince they have ſo 
lately been known to joyn with us againſt the 
common Enemy, and are ready to do it a- 

gain on the next Occaſion that ſhall offer. 
Having 


| = —_ 
rl "2,4 f . 9 
— [ #/ d * 
T Foy k LT whe 7 IL. = 
. \ 4 I 3 » 4 L's l CY 
- * 4 : 
e : N 1 
75 K o7 4 
* 1 » p * n _ 
ö n 
. S% 


o 


* 


Ti = 
- ot ” 
av ** 2 
1 
— 2 K » 
- þ & 5 


- 
* 
4 6 
- 
o 
1 


* 


120 3 


Having ended what 1 hat PO on theſe 
important Subjects, in the moſt plain, free 
and charitable Manner; I can't do better 
tham finiſh all with this glorious Collect in 

our ee Liturgy, 


ir | "Mercifal God, who haſt.made all Min, 440 
8 nut hing that thou haft made, nor 
deft the Death if Sinner, but rather that he 
be converted and live; Have Mercy upon all 
ews, Turks, Infidels 2 Ren and take 
2 all Ignorance, Haruugſõ of Heart, and 
Contempt of thy Hy and ſo fetchr them home, 
bleſſed Lord, tu ty Fak, that they: ma} be faued 
among the Remwint of the rue Sid and be 
made one Fold under one Shepherd, Fe s. Chriſt 
aur Lord, who-liveth and reigneth with thee . the 


Hoy Ps: one 9 27 Wark {rages WIG Amen. | 
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